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Books make lasting Gifts
Desert Magcazine BOOK Shop

DIRECTORY OF SOUTHERN NEVADA PLACE
NAMES by Walter Averett. Limited edition. 1300
entries. Includes obscure names of ghost towns
and old mining camps. Hardcover. $5.00.

WATER WITCHING by Earl Shannon. Enfertain-
ing and instructive, whether or not you accept
waoter witching. Paperback. $2.75.

A GUIDE TO WESTERN GHOST TOWNS by Lam-
bert Florin. Includes maps and mileages of ghost
towns in 15 western states. Large format, card-
board cover, $2.25.

ANZA AND THE NORTHWEST FRONTIER OF NEW
SPAIN by Bowman and Heizer. Explodes myth
that Anza founded city of San Francisco and
other interesting data related to Anza. Good
early Californiana. Hardcover, $8.75.

COOKING AND CAMPING IN THE DESERT by
Choral Pepper, Foreward by Erle Stanley Gard-
ner and special section on desert driving and
surviving by Jack Pepper. A book to read cover-
to-cover for anyone who travels back country
roads, Up-to-date cooking ideas which bring
gourmet fare into camp with little effort. 12-
page section of exclusive desert camping photos
with lots of ideas for places to go. Beautiful
hardcover book, $3.95.

CAMPING AND CLIMBING IN BAJA by John
W. Robinson. Guide to the Sierra San Pedro
Martir and Sierra Juarez of upper Baja Cali-
fornia. Paper, $2.95.

OLD-TIMERS OF SOUTHEASTERN CALIFORNIA by
Lester Reed. Recounts episodes of pioneers cov-
ering an area from Owens lLake to Anza-Bor-
rego and from San Bernardino east to Twenty-
nine Palms. Spiral-bound. $5.95.

ARIZONA: GUIDE TO THE GRAND CANYON
STATE. Newly revised and edited by Joseph
Miller. Past and present covered. Highly recom-
mended, 532 pages, illustrations and maps.
$7.95.

SAN DIEGO BACK COUNTRY 1901 by Gorden
Stuart, Filled with local color and nostalgia for
high-button shoes and shivarees. 241 pages,
$5.00.

HISTORIC SPOTS IN CALIFORNIA Revised by
William N, Abeloe. Only complete guide to Cali-
fornia landmarks with maps, photos and lively
text covering both historical and modern eras.
639 pages, $10.00.

BUTTERFIELD OVERLAND MAIL by Waterman L.
Ormsby, a New York newspaperman who was
the only through passenger on this first west-
bound stage. Western Americana, 177 pages,
$4.50.

THE LIFE OF THE DESERT by Ann and Myron
Sutton. Covers desert creatures, perennial water
problems and how animals and plants survive.
231 pages, $4.95.

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK IN BAJA by Erle Stanley
Gardner. About people and places in enchant-
ing Baojo California of Mexico. Colored photos,
368 pages, $8.95.

HANDBOOK OF CRYSTAL AND MINERAL COL-
LECTING by William Sanborn. Describes environ-
ment typical of collection sites and physical
properties of minerals and crystals. Paper, 81
pages, $2.00,

REDIGGING THE WEST for old time bottles by
Lynn Blumenstein, Photographs of over 700
bottles with articles that tell the story and a
photograph of each. $4.25.
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WHEN ORDERING BOOKS
PLEASE

Add 25 cents PER ORDER
(Not Each Book)
for handling and mailing

California residents add 5 percent
sales tax, regardless of whether you
are a Republican or Democrat.
Send check or money order to Desert Maga-
zine Book Shop, Palm Desert, California
92260, Sorry, but we cannot accept charges
or C.0.D. orders.

ALL OF MEXICO and Guatemala at low cost by
Norman Ford. Excellent guide for do-it-yourself
traveler. Paper. $2.00.

THE CONQUEST OF APACHERIA by Dan L.
Thrapp. Covers both sides of the early Arizona-
Apache controversy. Hardcover, 403 pages,
$6.95.

EXPLORING JOSHUA TREE by Roger Mitchell.
Excellent guide to Joshua Tree National Monu-
ment in Southern California. Paper. $1.00.

PIONEER FORTS OF THE FAR WEST by Herbert
Hart. Fourth in series, large format, illustrated
with historical photos, good fext. $12.95.

THE MINING FRONTIER edited by Marvin Lewis.
Collection of rare aorticles related to old West.
Hardcover. $4.95.

1200 BOTTLES PRICED by John C. Tibbitts. Up-
dated edition of one of the best of the bottle
books. $4.50.

A FIELD GUIDE TO WESTERN REPTILES AND
AMPHIBIANS by Robert C. Stebbins. A Peterson
Field guide, 207 species, 569 illustrations, 185
in full color, 192 maps. The best book of this
type. Hardcover. $4.95.

FIRE OVER YUMA by Peter Odens. Historical
tales and anecdotes from the Lower Colorado
River area., Paper. $1.00.

ANTIQUE BOTTLES by Marvin and Helen Davis.

Paperback, full color, 62 pages, $3.00.

CALIFORNIA, A Guide to the Golden State.

Edited by Harry Hansen and newly revised, it
contains an encyclopedia of facts from early
days up to the Space Age. Mile by mile de-
scriptions to camping spots and commercial ac-
commodations. Maps. Hardcover, $7.95.

DEATH VALLEY BOOKS

Published by the Death Valley '4%ers these
four volumes have been selected by '4%ers
as outstanding works on the history of Death
Valley. All are durable paperback on slick
stock.

A NATURALIST'S DEATH VALLEY (Revised edi-
tion) by Edmund C. Jaeger, ScD.._....... $1.50

MANLY AND DEATH VALLEY. Symbols of Des-
tiny, by Ardis Manly Walker ..............$1.25

GOODBYE, DEATH VALLEY! The story of the
Jayhawker Party, by L. Burr Belden......$1.50

CAMELS AND SURVEYORS IN DEATH VALLEY

By Arthur Woodward .......ccooeeeeeee....$2.00
DEATH VALLEY TALES by 10 different au-
thors: rosassmwinssnsmnssasaam 25

Order by Hadl

THE MYSTERIOUS WEST by Brad Williams and
Choral Pepper. Rare book examines legends that
cannot be proven true, nor untrue. New evi-
dence presented in many cases which may
change the history of the West. Hardcover.
$5.95.

ANZA-BORREGO DESERT GUIDE by Horace Par-
ker. Second edition of this well-illustrated and
documented book is enlarged considerably. Tops
among guidebooks, it is equally recommended
for research material in an area that was crossed
by Anza, Kit Carson, the Mormon Battalion,
‘49ers, Railroad Survey parties, Pegleg Smith, the
Jockass Mail, Butterfield Stage, and today's
adventurous tourists. 139 pages, cardboard
cover, $2.95.

ON DESERT TRAILS by Randall Henderson, foun-
der and publisher of Desert Magazine for 23
years. One of the first good writers to reveal
the beauty of the mysterious desert areas. Hen-
derson’'s experiences, combined with his com-
ments on the desert of yesterday and today,
make this a MUST for those who really want
ot understand the desert. 375 pages, illustrated.
Hardcover. $5.00.

RARE MAP REPRODUCTIONS from the year 1886.
Series | includes three maps, Arizona, California
ond Nevada. Series Il includes New Mexico,
Utah and Colorado. Reproduced on fine paper.
They show old towns, mines, springs and trails
now extinct. Each set of three, $3.75. Be sure to
state series number with order.

THE NEVADA ADVENTURE, a History by James
Hulse. Covers era from prehistoric Indians to
ranching, atomic testing and tourism of today.
306 pages, $7.50.

NEVADA'S TURBULENT YESTERDAYS by Don Ash-
baugh. The best boock about Nevada's ghost
towns and the rugged individuals who built
them. 346 pages, $7.50.

GUIDE TO COINS. Recent U.S. coin prices,
Canadian, Mexican and foreign coins, medals,
tokens and emergency money, Colonial, Terri-
torial, and Civil War coins. Hardcover. $3.50.

THE HOME BOOK OF WESTERN HUMOR edited
by Phillip Ault. Collection of old and ned anec-
dotes about the West. Worthwhile gift. Hard-
cover. $7.50.

RELACIONES by Zarate Salmeron. Written by
17th century Franciscan and is only source of
knowledge published for Spanish explorations
into Arizona and MNew Mexico from 1538 to
1626. 121 pages, $6.00.

NATIVE SHRUBS of Southern California by Peter
H. Raven. Well illustrated, some in color, with

interesting text and descriptions of shrubs. Paper.
$1.95.

NAVAJO RUGS, PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE by
Gilbert 5. Maxwell. Concerns the history, legends
and descriptions of Navajo rugs. Full color
photos. Paper, $2.00.

OLD CALIFORNIA MINES (1899) by Charles Yale.
Reprint from early mining industry records.
Photos show different types of mining, mainly
in Mother Lode country. Text contains statistics
and discussions of early problems $2.00.

EXPLORING CALIFORNIA BYWAYS from Kings
Canyon to the Mexican Border by Russ Leada-
brand. Maps for each trip with photographs,
historical information, recreational facilities,
campsites, hiking trails, etc. Paper, 165 pages,
$1.95.
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MARCH COLOR PHOTOS

One of the many scenic areas in
Southern California's Coachella Val-
ley is Palm Canyon, near Palm Des-
ert, home of DESERT MAGAZINE.
Photo by Robert F. Campbell, Con-
cord, Calif. Color photo on page 23
of one of the many old mines in the
Virginia Dale District near Joshua
Tree National Monument is by Gary
R. Moore.
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BOOK REVIEWS

HIGH TRAILS WEST
By Robert F. Leslie

This book is about camping along the
little known Western trails from the
Canadian border to Mexico. Along with
his collection of personal experiences
and the interesting persons he has met
along these trails, the author provides in-
formation about the most important trail
systems with itineraries, maps, trail tips
and what to do in case of danger, He
even explains how to make a rough as-
say of silver ore, should you stumble up-
on a promising deposit. Some of the
trails covered include areas of the Sierra
Nevada, the Cascade Wildernesses of
California and Oregon, a float trip
through Utah's Desolation Canyon, Na-
vajo Trails in Utah and Arizona, the
Bridger-Absaroka ranges of Wyoming,
and many others. The book is illustrated
with black and white photos and is highly
recommended to the back-pack brigade
who are always looking for new trails to
conquer. Hardcover, 277 pages, $4.95.

ROCK ART OF THE AMERICAN
INDIAN

By Campbell Grant

Here is the first reliable, well-illustra-
ted book to be written about American
Indian pictographs and petroglyphs. The
author has done something no one else
has dared to undertake—tally all of the
different types of North American rock
art and refrain from attempting to make
the results fit a preconceived theory.
One theory that did develop, however,
is that often this early rock art was exe-
cuted to depict dreams or visions visited
upon their artists during puberty rites
and other ceremonies in which the sub-
jects were required to go into a period of
seclusion and fasting in order to obtain
a supernatural vision important to his
future hopes. By studying the illustrated
examples from all sections of North
America it is evident that the motives be-
hind the rock art were as varied as were
the tribes who executed it. Some sites re-
corded important events, some were a
means of hunting magic, others repre-
sented fertility rites, clan symbols, or even
idle doodling.

The book contains an interesting chap-
ter on dating techniques. Although it is
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Books reviewed may be ordered
from the DESERT Magazine Book
Order Department, Palm Desert,
California 92260. Please include
25c for handling. California resi-
dents must add 5% sales tax.
Enclose payment with order.

impossible to tie anything down definite-
ly, the evidence suggests that rock art
examples in the Southwest were made
from several thousand years past, continu-
ing up until very recent times. Certain
motifs and types of designs are older
than others and this is discussed in detail.

One of the greatest mysteries to arise
from this study is that of the Minoan
maze. This is a maze so distinctive that
it seems impossible two different contin-
ents could have arrived at it independ-
ently—yet it occurs in three areas in Ari-
zona, on a silver coin from Knossos in
Crete, and the earliest example is on an
Etruscan vase dating from the 7th cen-
tury B.C. Later it turned up in the Ital-
ian Alps and in Ireland.

DESERT readers will be familiar with
the writings of this author from his past
articles on rock art near Santa Barbara
and in Sonora, Mexico. This is a fascina-
ting book written by a most capable
writer and extraordinarily well illustrated.
The text is interesting and adds greatly
to our knowledge of this mysterious sub-
ject. All back country wanderers will find
much of interest here. Hard cover, 178
pages, $12.95.

FOLK PRACTICES IN NORTH
MEXICO

By Isabel Kelly

The Mexican folkways described in
this book are directed toward anthropol-
ogists, but will fascinate laymen. The
writing is easy to follow and not a sen-
tence is wasted in non-essential trivia.
Dr. Kelly, a remarkably witty and cur-
ious woman, has managed to win the
confidence of Mexicans of economically
poor rural areas who have a long history
of folk practices related to health, heal-
ing and magic. She has observed first
hand the esoteric cults of various sorcerers
who practice both black and white magic

and whose services are required to negate
the effects of evil eyes, to arrange amor-
ous meetings, to return wandering hus-
bands and to cure all manner of ills. To
insure the return of a wandering spouse,
for instance, a housewife might keep a
frog encased in an eggshell with only
its head emerging or tie a live lizard to
the bedstead and maintain it for life by
feeding it flies. Some of the prophylaxis,
of course, are more simple. A coral neck-
lace will protect the heart from failing
and other amulets, such as "male” and
“female” stones tied into little packages
with dried hummingbird and certain
herbs will accomplish other miracles.

A great number of plants that grow
wild on the northern Mexican deserts—
as well as those of our own Southwest—
do effect certain cures, however, and are
used in recognized drugs. Both those
associated with superstition and those ap-
proved by scientific experiment are dis-
cussed in this book, although certainly
none are recommended by the author for
curing anything. Latin and popular names
are used for plants. Hard cover, 166
pages, $4.50.

RETIRE TO ADVENTURE

By Harrison M. Karr

To quote the author, "Other adven-
turers no doubt have faced greater hard-
ships and dangers . . . , but not one of
them, I feel sure, has derived more down-
right fun from searching for and finding
lively adventure.” In his book, he sug-
gests a mode for adventuring that is avail-
able to almost any retired person of rea-
sonably good health and a modicum of
financial independence — adventure by
travel trailer. In their search for a Shan-
gri-la the author and his wife trailered
over Canada, the United States and Mexi-
co. They found that they could live on
the best beaches, fish the best streams,
and see the most thrilling sights all on
a low budget with most of the comforts
of home. In his book, Karr discusses
trailer living problems that had to be
solved and the advantages of trailer
clubs for fun and sociability. Those read-
ers in rehearsal for retirement will get a
lot from this 121-page, paperback book.
$1.95.
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