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Carson's Camp,
Bishop, California
Dear Sir:
We had a pleasant trip in your desert country this spring, and quite a successful one. We
went up to the geode area north of Twentynine Palms and found some very good specimens. We also found "hammer hounds" had
been there before us and destroyed hundreds
of fine stones. In some places there were piles
of pulverized rock where there had been
geodes. How can we educate the public to
desist from this sort of vandalism? Some people ought not be allowed to carry a hammer
into the desert.
Although I nearly lost my life in the Mojave desert in 1915 I still love it. I spent
several months there with the late Lou Wescott Beck, who was a very dear friend of mine,
and who at one time was called "the Good
Samaritan of the Desert." He spent a great
deal of time and money marking poison water
holes and springs in what at that time was a
trackless waste. To my certain knowledge Beck
saved the lives of no less than 20 men in that
country. His knowledge of the desert was
almost uncanny. No finer man ever lived, as
many old-timers will tell you.
Thanking you for your kindness to us while
we were in El Centro and wishing you every
kind of success with the Desert Magazine, I
am very sincerely
DAD CARSON.
Los Angeles, California
Dear Desert Folks:
I am so grateful that the cacti have thorns
so that humans cannot wade through them
with their dirty shoes and pull the delicate
blooms—and then leave them to wither and
die. Thank you for your wonderful magazine.
BERTHA CLAYPOOL COSSITT;

Tucumcari, New Mexico
Dear Editor:
The poems in the March Desert Magazine
were exquisite. My son went into ecstasies
over the SUNSET poem of Mr. Brininstool's.
It is truly beautiful. But I enjoyed all the
poetry. The little four line verse CLOSE OF
DAY conveys a beautiful picture.
Some folks who do not aspire to write
poetry themselves, nevertheless enjoy reading
it very much. Poetry speaks to the soul in a
way that prose cannot. It is the flower of
literature.
MRS. S. F. ANDERSON.
Beatty, Nevada
Dear Sir:
I am a prospector and have had a lot of
experience hunting up lost people—nine of
them I think and some of them have been
terrible.
I would like to go and see if I can find
Everett Ruess. I certainly could find his last
camp and might find his remains. I found
Harry Mahoney, the Hollister, California, boy
in '27, and Norman D. Carr in '36, lost in
Forty Mile canyon 45 miles out of Beatty,
Nevada.
I was through that Utah country in 1937
and would like to get some facts about the
case before starting. I take my own equipment
and travel alone and take my time. If you will
tell me where I can get the desired information, and no one objects, I will go. I think
the 10th of August will be about right. What
month was Everett lost in ?
I am over in the Panamints prospecting at
present.
DEATH VALLEY CURLY.
Curly was given the
information.—editor.
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Rankin, Illinois
Dear Mr. Henderson:
Since 1935 we have made two trips to the
Pacific coast. While a tourist sees much, he
misses more as "Stopovers" are generally of
short duration. Your Desert Magazine supplies the missing link and makes the West a
grand reality.
In the May issue on the "Just Between You
and Me" page I read your suggestion to include the Vallecito and Carrizo desert areas
in the new Anza Desert State Park. I am
adding my plea also to save this wonderful
work of nature for your eastern neighbors as
well as future generations of this great country.
As the Wisconsins are very proud of their
Dells, I am making a correction in the interesting article "Margaret Lewis—Singer and
Silversmith" by Mrs. White Mountain Smith.
The Dells and the Winnebago tribe are situated in Wisconsin instead of Minnesota. Having spent a vacation in that region, we attended the Indian Ceremonial dances at the
ancient Stand Rock amphitheater. Several
tribes of Indians from the Southwest were in
evidence. Margaret Lewis (Laughing Eyes)
took a prominent part.
I have a complete file of your wonderful
magazine and hope to add many more.
MRS. A. C. DROLL.
Los Angeles, California
Dear Sir:
"The flowers that bloom in the Spring, tra
la" and all that sort of rot, eh what! Spring
has already donned her Easter outfit — a
glorious — royal garment of gold and purple. When Spring covers the desert's drab,
stark nakedness with the luxurious Cinderella
cloak, then it's time to ramble desertward. It
is wise to hurry to get there ahead of others.
In fact, it is necessary to go early if the car is
to be filled with blossoms.
All desert visitors should tear the plants
up by the roots, because if first-comers don't
others will; so it's best to grab while the
grabbing is good. Of course, if the flowers die
before home is reached, it's all right.
It's easy enough to dump them out when
the paved residential district is reached. The
street cleaners can sweep them up. What do
people pay taxes for anyway?
In the Spring, the sap runs in the plants,
and Whoops! the saps run to rip up the plants
that spring up in the Spring, tra la.
EDNA P. PATTEN.
•
•
•
Quito, Ecuador
Dear Sirs:
Being interested to read your useful and
interesting publication, THE DESERT MAGAZINE, I am addressing you today in order
to request that you please send me, by return
mail a copy of your magazine, for my prompt
perusal and consideration.
If after reading your publication I see that
I can obtain some information there shall be
no delay in sending my subscription order for
some years.
G. A. MORENO.

Glendale, California
Dear Mr. Henderson:
As a regular reader of the Desert Magazine
since its first issue may I say that it is the
most interesting publication in its field that
we have seen.
I was much interested to learn through the
last issue of your questions and answers, and
also the list of suggestions mentioned. So may
I as a sincere friend to you and the Desert
Magazine express my reaction to one of the
suggestions.
I firmly believe that if you include a fiction
department you will adulterate the character
of "Desert, " and waste its charm. As one
looks at the so-called newsstands, displaying
hundreds of magazines filled with fiction
(trash of all kinds) there is no crying need
for any more of it. For those who want it
the supply seems already unlimited.
The value and appeal of "Desert" is that it
comes like an intimate and personal letter
from that lovely and truly indefinable thing of
beauty, awe, grandeur, vastness, peace and
quiet which we call the desert.
Your effort and success in collecting and
printing so many fine things for us is deeply
appreciated, so don't enlarge it at the expense
of its character. Such books as "Desert" and
"National Geographic" would soon lose their
identity if they imitated ordinary publications.
Vandalism defaces the beautiful and pollutes the pure. So please keep the Desert
Magazine pure.
L. V. MARTIN.
El Centro, California
Dear Mr. Henderson:
In connection with the evaporative cooling
system article in the last "Desert," it might
be of interest to know that the passenger
trains in India have for years been cooled
that way.
In the hot weather burlap blinds are let
down outside the windows, with a stream of
water trickling down on them from the roof
of the car. The movement of the train makes
an effective "fan."
Praise for the sustained high standard of
"Desert" becomes almost an impertinence—
one takes it so for granted now. With best
wishes.
AUBREY M. DRAPER.
Rowood, Arizona
Gentlemen:
I am sending you under separate cover some
data on the Papago country. I notice you had
a picture of the Ventana. With reference to
it being three miles east of the Papago village of San Miguel. I beg to differ with the
statement in Mr. Jones' letter in your May
issue.
The Ventana lies about 40 miles northwest
of San Miguel. Also, in regard to Bavoquivari
peak—I will give you the definition of the
name. Bavac means cliff in the Papago language and quivol means belt—hence the Belted
Cliff. You will notice the white streak around
the bottom of the cliff, which explains the
name.
THOMAS CHILDS.
Tucson, Arizona
Editor, Desert Magazine:
I thought I knew my desert pretty well until I tried to answer the questions in your
Desert Quiz. I got 11 of them right. Give us
some more of them—it is evident that even
the old-timers can learn something about their
own country from the Desert Magazine.
DAN McSTAY.

DESERT

MAY
27-28—Utah State Press association meets at Moab with Moab
Lions club as host.
27-28—Closing dates of the annual flower show exhibited each
weekend during May at Julian,
California.
27-28—Annual fiesta at Old Albuquerque, New Mexico.
31 —New Mexico state P.E.O.
convention begins at Roswell.

JUNE
7-10—Junior Fat stock show under auspices Salt Lake chamber
of commerce at North Salt Lake,
Utah.
16-17—District convention of Utah
Lions at Vernal, Utah.
21 —Palm Springs, California,
to vote on question of disincorporation.
24 —San Juan's Day to be observed by festivities at San Juan
Pueblo, New Mexico.
24-25—Los Angeles Cactus and
Succulent show at Manchester
playground in Los Angeles. Free
to public.

APRIL REPORT FROM U. S. BUREAU
AT PHOENIX
Temperatures—
Degrees
Mean for month
71.2
Normal for April
67.0
High on April 22
99.
Low on April 15
44.
Rain—
Inches
Total for month
0.17
Normal for April
0.40
WeatherDays clear
16
Days partly cloudy
10
Days cloudy
4
G. K. GREENING, Meteorologist.
FROM YUMA BUREAU
Temperatures—
Degrees
Mean for month
73-8
Ncrmal for April
69-5
High on April 21
102.
Low on April 15
46.
Rain—
Inches
Total for month
Trace
69-year-average for April
0.10
WeatherDays clear
27
Days partly cloudy
3
Days cloudy
0
Sunshine 97 percent (379 hours out of possible 390 hours).
Colorado river—April discharge at Grand
Canyon 1,214,000 acre feet. Discharge at
Parker 588,000 acre feet. Estimated storage
May 1, behind Boulder dam 21,900,000
acre feet.
JAMES H. GORDON, Meteorologist.
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Many e x c e l l e n t photographs were submitted in the
April contest and in addition
to the prize awards announced on this page, the following photographers deserve
special mention for their entries:
A. Frank Purcell, Prescott,
Arizona, "Arizona Palms."
Alfred Schmitz, Los Angeles, Calif., "Miner's Candle."
Charles A. Brown, Twentynine Palms, Calif., "Yucca."
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By HARRY W. DACQUET
710 W. 108th Street
Los Angeles, California
First prize winning photograph in the April contest of the Desert Magazine. Picture was taken near sundown at the Rosamond
dry lake 1in Antelope
valley, Southern California. Camera was a
Graflex 3 /4x41/4, Watten K2 filter, Agfa Triple S Pan film, 1/10
second at £32.

Sbaidced.
(Enceliopsis argophylla
var. grandijlora)

By C. L. BOWMAN
1026 W. 23rd Street
Los Angeles, California
This picture was awarded
second prize in the April
photographic contest. It was
taken in Surprise canyon
about half way up to Panamint City in the Death Valley region of California. Exposure was March 21 at
10:30 a. m. Taken with a
4x5 Corona View camera,
Panchromatic film, no filter,
1/10 second at f32.

