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Suit Lake City, Utah
Dear Mr. Henderson:
Have just read with interest Mr. White's
story of the "sandspikes" in today's Desert.
My theory is that these peculiar formations are
petrified gopher holes. There are several reasons for this theory. They are always the
same shape and always found in colonies.
The prehistoric gophers dug their holes
with a small burrow at the bottom. A flood,
carrying silica and lime rilled in the holes.
The whole formation was later turned to roc'-'.
Thousands of years later the formation was
eroded. The filling of the gopher holes proved
to be harder than the surrounding rock, and
they weathered out, finally falling horizontal
on the surface. They were then covered with
windblown sand.
The stem is the former gopher hole, and
the ball at the bottom is the burrow. Petrified
gopher holes are a scientific fact, verified by
the Smithsonian experts. They have been
found in the badlands of South Dakota.
CHARLES KELLY.

Reno, Nevada
Dear Mr. Henderson:
While on the desert collecting plants, I saw
this little tragedy, which I think bears telling.
A 5-foot diamondback rattlesnake with her
two young were gliding through the sagebrush.
Her head turned from side to side, her tongue
flashing in and out. She sensed danger, stopped and coiled with her rattles buzzing.
A horde of brown crickets overtook the
snakes at that moment and immediately covered the reptiles. The mother snake struck,
landing three feet from her young. She coiled
and struck again, but on her third attempt
the crickets weighted her down so she could
hardly lunge forward. She finally reached her
young by lashing and fighting, but they were
already torn to pieces.
Unable to rid herself of this strange enemy
she struck herself twice but without apparent
effect. Within 20 minutes the rattler and her
young were stripped of all flesh. The brown
horde marched on. Crickets coming from behind stopped briefly at the skeletons of the
snakes and eventually even the rattles were
consumed.
TIM L. BREENE.
This unusual incident was witnessed along state highway 21 three miles from
Beowawe according to Mr. Breene. The
scourge of the crickets this summer was
so bad that motorists had to drive in low
gear to keep from skidding as hordes oj
the insects were crushed on the highway.

Roswell, New Mexico
Gentlemen:
Enclosed is check for $5.50 for which please
send me the November 1938 and January
1939 issues of your magazine, and also three
years' subscription beginning with February,
1940 when my present term expires.
I need the numbers mentioned in order to
complete my file. My first contact with your
magazine was when I sneaked across the road
to Hilton's gem shop while my wife was
drinking a date milk shake at Valerie Jean's.
When the people in the gem shop saw

my precious glass I reluctantly gave one of
how longingly I looked at all the minerals
they had they knew I would like the magazine
and persuaded me to buy it. I am glad I did
for it certainly hits the spot when I read
the articles on minerals. My main interest in
your magazine is in the articles which give
the location of the different mineral specimens. I also enjoy the features that deal with
early history of the Southwest and the biographies of the men who did big things in this
section of the country.
Here is wishing you continued success.
W. FINCH WHITE, Jr.
Los Angeles, California
Dear Mr. Henderson:
The Desert Magazine is usually so accurate
that a few lapses are the more noticeable.
In the October issue, "True or False" quiz,
question 16: "The Bisnaga or barrel cactus
often grows to a height of 12 feet or more,"
is answered on page 32, "False, Bisnaga seldom grows higher than six feet."
The Bisnaga indigenous to Santa Catalina
island and other islands in the Gulf of California frequently attains a height of four
meters (13 feet), a fact that your quiz editor could not be blamed for missing if he is
not familiar with the Sonoran deserts in their
entirety.
However, the fact is that this particular Bisnaga known as Ferocactus diguettii, does frequently exceed 12 feet in height.
Ferocactus pringlei from Coahuila and Zacatecas, Ferocactus rostii of the lower Imperial
valley (near San Felipe, B. C.) and Ferocactus
acanthodes of the Colorado and Mojave deserts, all known as Bisnaga frequently attain a
height of three meters, and Ferocactus covilei,
a Bisnaga common in Arizona and Sonora
attains a height of over eight feet in the
vicinity of Empalme, Sonora.
All of which is in the interest of "a better
understanding of terophytic plants," the aim
and object of the Cactus and Succulent Society
of America.
W. TAYLOR MARSHALL, President.
Thanks, Mr. Marshall, for this information. We are always glad to be corrected by a man who knows his subject
as well as you know cactus.
— R. H.
29 Palms, California
To the Broken Glass Editor:
The September number of the Desert Magazine would like to take the joy out of our
desert lives with the breaking of our colored
glass illusions.
Why deprive us of the thrill of exploitation of our desert as a creator of purple glass?
We haven't a Carlsbad caverns under the earth
to explore. Nor the Grand Canyon of Arizona
to fly over. We cannot point a finger of pride
at the armed Saguaros. But we can bask in
the purple glow of our colored glass collection.
When I came to the desert in 1936 seeking
health I first landed in Palm Springs. Entering a curio store or Indian trading post I
asked the courteous manager if the climate
was beneficial to asthmatics. He answered by
pointing to a purple glass globe on an open
porch. He said: "That was made purple by
the ultra-violet rays of the sun—and why
wouldn't that cure all ills?"
To make a short story out of this, I am
nicely located in the desert at 29 Palms. In
August my relatives from the frozen zone of
San Francisco visited me. At the proper time
I took them to my pile of glass under a squaw
tea bush in my yard. After telling them about

them a little pitcher that had been in the sun
five months. Of course they were pleased.
That day I received my September Desert
Magazine, and passed it unopened to my desert-hungry relatives. Then all at once I heard
them laughing. "Read this," they said, "about
colored glass."
My face was red and my voice was full of
fire when I told them what I thought about
an editor who would be so brutally honest as
to destroy all my pet illusions about purple
glass. And am I peeved?
MRS. H. A. WELLS.

Hard
Rock Shorty
of . . .
Death
Valley
By LON GARRISON
EAH—I know," sourly
remarked H a r d R o c k
Shorty. "I read a book
/
She
oncet an' it said that the puckerin'
power o' these desert alum water
springs is generally vastly exaggerated. Durn idiots—why I've saw
things the book writers'd absolutely claim was lies—but I saw 'em,
an' I don't need no better proof 'n
that."
Hard Rock moved his chair farther back into the shade and went
on with his discourse.
"I seen a guy oncet that had
some o' this water dropped on his
cigar he d just lighted an' it pulled
the thing right down to where it
burned his whiskers afore he c'd
drop it. I seen a clerk oncet that
was wntin' an' he got some spilled
on his pencil an' it not only shrunk
up the pencil, it pulled the last four
words right off the paper.
"But the best illerstration I ever
had o' this shrinkin' power was
right over here to the bank. I went
in an' borrowed a hundred dollars
for six months. Afore I c'd get out
the door, the president in puttin'
the note down on his desk'd spilled
a little bottle o' alum water he had
there an' it run over the paper.
When we got it mopped up, we
found out the durn note was three
weeks over due. Not only that, it'd
reduced the interest rate so far that
when we figgered it all up the
banker owed me nineteen dollars
an' forty-three cents."
ii
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OCT. 25— NOV. 1 New Mexico Education association meeting in Albuquerque.
28 Annual Jamboree of Arizona Small
Mine operators association at Tucson. C. M. d'Autremont, general
chairman. Parade of mining progress, exhibit hall of ores and processes.
31 Nevada's 75th birthday celebrated
at Carson City. Sponsored by Admission Day committee and directed by Business and Professional
Woman's club.
NOV. 1 All Soul's Day, Dawn ceremony, Taos Pueblo, New Mexico.
1-4 National Sciot convention, Phoenix,
Arizona. C. P. Niles, chairman.
1-15 Arizona quail season; bag limit,
10 per day or in possession.
1-25 Deer and turkey seasons in New
Mexico.
2
Arizona Mineralogical society meets
at Arizona Museum, Van Buren at
10th, Phoenix.
4
University of Arizona's homecoming fotball game, Tucson.
4
Arizona Pioneers' Historical society annual meeting, Tucson.
8
Prehistoric Indian jewelry subject
of illustrated lecture by Clara Lee
Tanner of the University of Arizona, at Arizona Museum, Phoenix.
10-12 Annual Papago Indian fair and
rodeo at Sells, Arizona. Richard
Hendricks, chairman.
12 Fiesta of San Diego, Tesuque and
Jemez Pueblos, New Mexico. (Harvest Corn dance, Jemez; Buffalo
dance, Tesuque.)
15 Dr. Frank C. Lockwood lectures
at Arizona Museum on Sylvester
Mowry, pioneer Arizona miner.
15 Arizona open season on mourning
doves closes.
15-18 California Federation of Womens'
clubs, southern district, to hold
annual convention in El Centro,
California. Mrs. R. W . Ware,
convention chairman.
15-DEC. 29 Hunting season on ducks,
geese, Wilson's snipe or jack snipe,
and coots in Arizona and New
Mexico.
16 Second October meeting of Mineralogical society at Arizona Museum, Phoenix.
16 Close of 30-day turkey, bear and
deer seasons in Arizona.
16-18 48th Annual convention, Arizona Education association, Phoenix. J. J. Clark, Phoenix, president.
Open to Indian service teachers,
Boy Scout leaders and P-T. A.
members for first time.
19 Rev. Victor R. Stoner lectures on
Coronado's Journey at Arizona
Museum, Phoenix.
24-26 State Hobby Fair, auspices
Phoenix Junior chamber of commerce. Dr. A. G. Horton, ASTC at
Tempe, chairman.
25-26 and DEC. 2-3 Annual Horse race
meet at Las Vegas, Nevada. Tommy
Thebo, chairman.
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eace.
By GENE O. PARKS
Las Vegas, Nevada
These adobe houses were reconstructed near Overton, Nevada, in accordance with the archaeologists'
concept of the ancient Indian dwellings which once

were located here. This is not far from the "Lost City"
where excavation work in the old Indian ruins was
carried on for several years until the rising waters of
Lake Mead covered the site.
The photograph awarded first place in the Desert
Magazine's
September contest was taken with a
21/4x2!/4 Horelle-Reflex camera, 1/16 exposure at f 16
on super pan press film with light red filter. Exposure
was late in the afternoon on an August day.

in MutH
By MRS. C. L. BRIGGS
Arlington, California
Awarded second place in the
monthly photographic contest of the
Desert Magazine in September. This
unusual photograph was taken in a
small dry lake north of Benton, California, two days after a thundershower had drenched that desert
area. The contrast is created by the
uneven drying of the adobe in the
lake bottom, the dark patches being
still wet.
Picture taken July 27 at 7:00 a. m.
with a Kodak Junior Six 16, fll at
1/25 second.
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