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LEON V. ALMIRALL, whose interview with Pablo Abeita the Isleta Indian
trader is in this number of the Desert
Magazine, was a law student in Cornell
and Columbia before he came west many
years ago. Ill health made it necessary for
him to seek a livelihood in the outdoors,
and he became a cowpuncher and later
ran his own herds on the Colorado range.
Encouraged by his wife, he began writing his experiences, and during the past
eight years has sold manuscripts to both
pulp and slick magazines.
He is now out of the cattle business,
lives in Denver, Colorado, plays tennis
for recreation, likes Colorado better than
any place on earth—and has a particular
aversion for "drugstore cowboys."
CARLOS H. ELMER of Kingman,
Arizona is studying to follow in his
father's footsteps, and become a lawyer
—but that did not keep him from "crashing" the columns of the Desert Magazine
this month both as a photographer and a
writer. His picture of Chief Watahamogie
of the Havasupai Indians won first place

in 1931. Then he came west and worked
on ranches and in mines, drove cattle on
Al Scorup's range for a time, and eventually went to Denver where he wrote advertising copy, edited a trade journal and
did some publicity and radio work. He
didn't like being chained to a desk, and
went in for free lance writing. His copy
has appeared in Harper's Bazaar, Country Life, Esquire and several pulps and
juveniles. He is married and has a sixyear-old son.

in the monthly photographic contest, and
his story of Pierce ferry captured the
Landmark prize.
Carlos is 20 years of age, a junior at
the University of California, Los Angeles. He has lived at Kingman 14 years,
where his father is a practicing attorney.
His favorite desert retreat is Grand Canyon-Cataract canyon, the home of the
Havasupai Indians, and he goes there at
every opportunity.

Among the feature stories to appear
in the November number of Desert Magazine will be MRS. WHITE MOUNTAIN SMITH'S biographical sketch of
Lorenzo Hubbell, veteran trader on the
Indian reservation at Oraibi, Arizona.

My love of the desert was acquired
among the bold red escarpments of
Utah," says DAVID LAVENDER, "but
my few trips into the California deserts
have awakened a zest to see more of
them. The color of the hills at evening
is enough to do that to a man."
Lavender is the author of the Utah
cattle ranch story, MORMON COWBOY, in this issue of Desert Magazine.
He is a free lance writer now residing at
Ojai, California, and has packed a wide
experience into his 30 years of life. Hewent through preparatory school in Denver, and was graduated from Princeton

Desert Magazine's anniversary number
in November will carry the results of a
recent poll in which 1000 subscribers, selected at random from the mailing list,
were asked to vote on the type of feature
material they prefer to read in the Desert Magazine. Forty-five percent of those
receiving questionnaires responded within 30 days after the blank forms were
mailed out, and the results are now being tabulated by the magazine staff.
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OCT. 1-30 Nevada deer hunting season.
2-4

3-7

Southwestern Library association
convention, Albuquerque, New
Mexico. Miss Dorothy Amman,
Dallas, Texas, chairman. Speakers
include Mrs. J. Franc Newcomb,
Witter Bynner, Paul Horgan,
Dean George P. Hammond.
Convention
of Pacific
Coast
building association, Salt Lake
City, Utah.

12-13 Needles, California Water carnival, municipal playground on
Lake Havasu behind Parker dam.
J. A. Polzer, chairman.
13-27 Nevada open season on pheasant,
valley and mountain quail, grouse,
partridge. Counties may vary or
declare closed seasons.
14-18 Sixth Annual Western Safety
conference,
Phoenix,
Arizona.
Delegates from 11 Western states,
Alaska, British Columbia, Hawaii,
Lower California.
15

California dove season closes.
Imperial county only: Oct. 1-Nov.
15. Sunrise to sunset.

16-NOV. 15 Arizona deer, bear and
turkey hunting season. Deer
hunting in Kaibab national forest
begins Oct. 25, applications to
Walter Mann, Williams, Arizona.
16-DEC. 14 California, Nevada and
Utah duck and geese hunting season, sunrise to 4 p. m.
19-20 Gold Rush Days, fourth annual
rodeo, barbecue, rock drilling contest, at Mojave, California. Sponsored by Mojave Exchange club,
William Vail, secretary.
19-20 Sierra club schedules Mojave desert camping trip in Pinnacles-Cathedral Town area. (See Desert
Magazine, October 1939) Leader:
Richard Berry. 1250 N. Normandie Ave., Los Angeles.
19-20 First annual exhibition. Mojave
Desert Gem and Mineral society.
Beacon Tavern, Barstow, California. Robert Greer of Yermo,
chairman.
25-27 Quechan Indian fair, Yuma, Arizona.
31

Convention of second district.
New Mexico Federation of Women's clubs, Albuquerque. (2 days)

31

Arizona State Nurses convention.
Yuma, Arizona. (3 days)
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Wild %04M>
By MARTIN LITTON, Inglewood, California
Awarded second prize in the August photographic
contest. Taken at Wigwam Guest Ranch, Arizona
with a Speed Graphic camera, 2Vix3'/4, Super XX
film, fll, 1/10 sec.

Havasupai Indian Tribe
{Opposite page)
By CARLOS H. ELMER, Kingman, Arizona
This photo of the 114-year old Indian chief was
awarded first prize in the monthly contest conducted
by the Desert Magazine. Taken with an Ikoflex II
Camera, 2V/4x21//4, Eastman Panatomic X film, fll,
1/50 sec, no filter.

Special Merit
The following photographs entered in the August contest
were considered by the judges to have more than usual merit:
"Dried Seed Pods," by Howard A. Bell, Trona, California.
"Desert-aged Corral," by Tad Nichols, Tucson, Arizona.
"Coachella Sands," by P. W. Seipp Jr., Ocean City, Maryland.
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