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LETTERS...
Food for Men's Souls . . .

Humboldt, Arizona
Sir:

With your beautiful DESERT for May still
warm in my hands I dash to my typewriter to
defend Marshal South's philosophy. While I.
too, desired to hear more about that mescal
roast, I would sorrow to have it at the sacrifice
of the author's inspiring philosophy. The Mar-
shal South feature as is is one of the highlights
of your gracious magazine. In days such as these
man can live without a knowledge of mescal,
or other roasts, but he cannot live without a
philosophy. And if Marshal South has to "sell
one of his loaves" may he still continue to give
us "white hyacinths for our soul."

DORA BELLE LEE

Memory of Happy Days . . .
Altadena, California

Dear Lucile Harris:
Thank you kindly for sending on the extra

binders and the two minus copies with my sub-
scription renewal. I appreciate that courtesy
•—and here's my check.

I am having a GRAND time checking over
my now complete files of The Desert Maga-
zine—for which I wouldn't take a Pegleg nor a
Lost Dutchman — and re-checking the many
familiar facts, places and people that come
trooping off their pages to elbow memory and
poke reminiscent fingers into my aging ribs.
For be it known that I was indicted a Desert
Rat, B. D. Q.—before Desert Quiz—by who-
ever it was that defined that critter as "one who
habitually, and of his own free will, frequents
the desert." If I now plead guilty to perpetrat-
ing a total score of not less than 15—nor more
than 20 correct answers to the Desert Quizzes,
am I to be sentenced a two-time Rat—or what
have you?

But whatever rat-ing I draw, the Desert Mag-
azine is rated one of the best by my family. We
like it as is . . . the varied departments, the
quality of composition, the philosophy of ye ed-
itors, the excellent pictures . . . even the Willie
bovs . . . and the poetry. By the way would you
rather have a poem or a rock that floats?

EMMA CHRISTINE ROOME

When the Prodigal Returns . . .
Wymore, Nebraska

Dear Mr. Henderson:
After having spent three restful years on the

desert near Florence, Arizona, it was necessary
that I return to my native Nebraska. Now after
three years here I feel my heart is deeply rooted
to the desert.

When reading your magazine I find it so very
genuine, free from "dressing up" and exaggera-
tion, that it makes me homesick almost to the
point of tears.

I sincerely hope that some day I may return
to the beloved desert where I know the little
kangaroo mice will dance a welcome, the tor-
toise will stick his neck out for a "Hi, there,"
the gila monster may blow himself for a "How-
dy," the packrat leave his respects, the quail will
come, as always, in full dress parade, and per-
haps even the cholla will be stickin' 'round.

In the meantime the desert will have to come
to me through my subscription to your grand
magazine. I hope you will always keep it as real
as it has been in the past.

JO SMITH

Where's the Biggest Tree? . . .
Banning, California

Dear Henderson:
I wonder if you know the circumference of

the largest Joshua tree to be found on the des-
ert ? I measured one up east of Cima on the Mo-
jave desert that was 10 feet around, three feet
above the ground and below the branches, or do
you call them limbs?

Recently I saw a picture of one that a chap
claimed was 11 feet. I would like to know
where the champion is located, or does some
one know a bigger one yet?

JIM PIERCE
• • •

Getting Stuck in the Sand . . .
San Pedro, California

Dear Editor:
I read the letter from that artist Clyde For-

sythe about how to get through the sand.
Sounds all right. But what's bothering me is
how to get out on the desert where there is some
sand. I've been putting in so many hours
buildin' boats I haven't even seen the desert for
months, and my feet sure get to itchin' some-
times. I would donate a month's overtime to
charity just for the fun of getting stuck in the
sand once more.

BILL HEVENER
• • •

In Defense of Fast Travel . . .
Rankin, Illinois

Dear Mr. Henderson:
After reading "Just Between You and Me"

page of the Desert Magazine for April, I dis-
agree with you.

Just suppose you had never seen a mountain,
a desert, an Indian reservation, an ocean, a
glass-bottomed boat. San Francisco's great
bridges, the Redwood forests, the National
Christmas tree, the General Sherman tree, the
stupendous dams of the western rivers, Salt
Lake with its Great Salt Lake, the wonderful
roads through the national parks, and the vari-
ous wonders of the western states—would you
be insane if you took a glimpse when given an
opportunity?

To one coming from the Corn Belt states, the
West is thrill upon thrill. We not only have
wind-shield stickers but have collected descrip-
tive literature on all interesting places. That
and my diary have enabled me to enjoy a com-
plete file of Desert Magazine.

Without this "racing vacation" D.M. would
probably be unknown to me. Well—I just don't
like to think what I would have missed.

MRS. A. C. DROLL

Mrs. Droll: You win! But I hope you
have the opportunity sooner or later to re-
turn and get better acquainted with out-
desert. —R.H.

The Philosophy from Yaquitepec . . .
Tujunga, California

Dear Sir:
I want this letter to go down on record in de-

fense of Marshal South, who was, to me, belit-
tled by a C. H. Walker in the May issue of Des-
ert Magazine. Bum philosophy, the man writes.
From a letter like that you can see that he is
interested in the material things of life. He is
not interested in getting the peace of mind that
the desert gives one, and which Marshal South
puts forth so well in his articles.

Now that we are engaged in war, and can not
get about as we would like to, I for one rely
upon such good philosophy about the desert;
which you can gain by roaming the desert. Now
we have to stay home and help get this mess
over with, so we can go on roaming the des-
ert; and it's articles like South's that help the
desert lovers through these times.

Keep up the good work of your magazine and
continued success to you. u
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D E S E R T

Qalendan,
JUNE 1-2 Commencement, New Mex-

ico Military Institute, Roswell.
1-4 Intermountain junior fat stock

show, North Salt Lake City, Utah.
G. Roy Backman, secretary.

3-5 P. E. O. state convention, Raton.
New Mexico.

4-7 Sheriff's P o s s e Southwestern
Championship rodeo, El Paso.
Texas. Felix Hickman, chairman.

6-7 Hot Springs, New Mexico, an-
nual regatta at Elephant Butte
lake.

7-9 State V.F.W. Encampment, Clo-
vis, New Mexico, with western
Texas participating.

7-10 Convention of New M e x i c o
County Officers association, Taos.

7-24 Exhibit of watercolors by Eliot
O'Hara, of Tucson and Goose
Rocks Beach, Maine, at Museum
of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff.

8-AUG. 1 Thirteenth a n n u a l Field
School of Art sponsored by Uni-
versity of New Mexico at Taos.
Headquarters at Harwood Foun-
dation, dormitory quarters in his-
toric Gov. Bent house. Brooks
Willis, director.

11-13 New Mexico Public Health as-
sociation meets at Raton.

13 San Antonio day celebrated by
Corn Dance at Taos and Sandia
Indian Pueblos, New Mexico.

14-17 Regional conference, Business and
Professional Women's clubs of
Colorado, Wyoming, Nebraska,
Arizona and New Mexico, at AL
buquerque.

15-20 Joint convention of Utah Acad-
emy of Science, Arts and Letters
and the American Association for
Advancement of Science at Uni-
versity of Utah, Salt Lake City.

17-19 Arizona State Firemen's associa-
tion convention at Prescott.
Charles Hartin, chairman.

17-27 Prescott District Boy Scouts sum-
mer camp. Camp Apache, Granite
Basin. Lavern Hansen, scout ex-
ecutive.

21 Sierra club to climb Mt. San An-
tonio (Baldy). Fred Eaton, Pasa-
dena, leader.

24 San Juan Day annual fiesta, corn
dance, San Juan and Taos Indian
pueblos, New Mexico.

25-27 American Legion and Auxiliary
meet in Albuquerque.

IF YOU ARE MOVING! . . .

It is important that Desert
Magazine office be notified of
changes in address not later
than the 5th of the preceding
month. That is, if the July issue
is to be sent to a new address,
this office should be advised by
June 5. This will help us insure
delivery of your Desert Maga-
zine every month.
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By F. H. RAGSDALE
Los Angeles, California

Winner of first prize in Desert's monthly
photographic contest is this shot of the
skeleton of an evening primrose plant
found in the sand dunes just west of Indio.
California. Taken with an Eastman 5x?
view camera fitted with 9 inch Voigtlander
Heliar lens. 1/10 sec. at f45 on Super
Pancro-Press cut film. Negative developed
in Pyro-soda.

Jtaaalu
By H. M. SEVERANCE
Los Angeles, California

This view of Havasu, also called Supai and Bridal Veil, falls
on the Havasupai Indian reservation of northern Arizona, is win-
ner of second prize in Desert's April contest. Taken with an East-
man 3A Special Kodak, Kodak Anastigmat lens, f6.3. Agfa Su-
perpan Supreme. Distance 100 feet, Vi sec. at f22, yellow filter.

Special Mend
The following photos were judged to have special merit:
"Monument Valley," by John B. Breed, Swampscott, Mass.
"Thousand Palms Oasis," by G. E. Kirkpatrick, El Centra, Calif.
"Desert V," by Stanley Shuttleworth, Palm Springs, Calif.


