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to the point where they could produce it in
volume on an economical basis.
1 492—The business has become so complicated we had to look this one up ourselves.
2

Only 5 proved of any importance. .

3 Competition between the oil companies—
By 1939, when Germany invaded Poland, U. S.
oil companies had already developed 100 octane

4 $5,537,329 is a lot of money, but it was
divided among a lot of people—31,652. So it
averaged just $174.94 per stockholder.
5 This isn't official, but we've done a lot of
research and we can't find more than five—
cigarettes, gasoline, electricity, home gas and
interest rates.
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6 20^4—It takes taxes to win a war. The
average Union Oil employee made $211 per
month in 1942; but the tax collector got more
of your dollar last year than all 8,192 of our
employees put together (20%<i to taxes—20^
to wages) and 4 times as much as the stockholder-owners.
7 $35,696—The machine age has made our
tools of production rather expensive.

This series, sponsored by the people of the
Union Oil Company, is dedicated to a discussion of how and why American business
functions. We hope you'll feel free to send
in any suggestions or criticisms you have
to offer. Write: The President, Union Oil
Co., Union Oil Bldg., Los Angeles 14, Calif.
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• With this issue Desert Magazine begins its seventh year. Over there in North
Africa where Desert's editor is serving
with the armed forces, this anniversary
despite the fast moving war scene, will
bring back memories to Randall Henderson—especially that first birthday of
Desert's, when we boasted around a
thousand subscribers. Today, on our sixth
birthday, Desert's reader-family is fast
approaching the 100,000 mark. That's a
record for a magazine with no promotion
or publicity department. It's a tribute too
to the ideals and imagination and judgment of Desert's founder—Randall Henderson.
• Next treat in store for desert rockhounds is an imaginary trip into time—
two million years back, into a strange
world of volcanic activity, forests, rhinoceri, three-toed miniature horses and
camels—in the Mojave desert! That's
the setting Jerry Laudermilk has described with dramatic realism for his
story of petrified wood.
• Sidney Armer this month relates the
humorous experiences encountered when
he and his wife Laura Adams Armer established their home in the remote Navajo country of northern Arizona. He
studied art in San Francisco and until
1940 most of his work was illustration.
More recently he has been occupied with
painting California wildflowers. Visitors
to Los Angeles museum of art will see
a group of 60 of these paintings in the
permanent exhibit. Navajo sandpaintings
mentioned in this month's story were
made by Laura for Mary Cabot Wheelwright as part of the most important and
complete collection of sandpainting reproductions in the world, now housed in
the Museum of Navajo Ceremonial Art
in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
• "The Gods Walked Up There" is a
genuine desert Christmas story—the Navajo story of creation and the beginning
of the world as told to Richard Van
Valkenburgh by the Mountain Chant
Singer. It will be illustrated with a set
of panels created especially for this story
in tempera by Van Sinajinih. This
Navajo artist has achieved the finest
work of his career in beautiful simplicity
and gentle color. Van (the writer) says
his technique is strikingly like that used
by Little Sheep, the primitive Navajo
artist (—1835) whose polychromes have
been found on the walls of Canyon del
Muerto. With Charles Keetsie Shirley
and Hoke Denetsoi, Van Sinajinih ranks
as one of the foremost Navajo artists. In
addition to being an exceptionally fine
muralist, he also has illustrated a number
of books and articles dealing with his
people.
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To quell Apache Indian troubles, Fort Lowell was
established by army order March 23, 1873, and became
center of Tucson's brilliant social life. A few crumbling

walls remain of the once extensive adobe post. Seven
miles north of Tucson, Arizona, this scene looks north
toward Rillito creek and Catalina mountains beyond.
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