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T CALEXICO and Mexicali

on the California border the

townspeople of the two com-
munitics, one on the American and
the other on the Mexican side of the
fence, are making plans for the pre-
sentation March 21 and 22 of the 13th
annual showing of the International
Deser. Cavalcade, a historical pageant
which each year has brought increas-
ing numbers of visitors to the outdoor
stadium in Calexico.

On two successive evenings specta-
tors will witness, in a ruggu! natural
setting, the pageant of history as it
was enacted from Captain Juan Bau-
tista de Anza’s first expedition across
the Colorado desert until the ultimate
conquest of the unharnessed Colorado
River in 1907.

[t happened that Calexico and Mexi-
cali were built near the route followed
by the trail-blazers and fronticrsmen
of the pioneering period — De Anza
and the Padres Font and Garces, the
California gold-seekers from Mexico.
Kearny's Army and the Mormon Bat-
talion, the Butterfield stage — and
eventually the engineers and developers
who converted the arid Imperial des-
ert into a productive agricultural em-
pire.

The Cavalcade was conceived or-
iginally by Calexico people, the script
pnpmul by a committee of local
women, and for 12 years the spectacle
has been presented entirely by a cast
of 350 persons selected from Calexico
and Mexicali—with no paid profes-
sional talent.

Much of the music and the costum-
ing is in Spanish, for it was the Span-
iards who first trekked across this
desert region,

On Friday, preceding the first show-
ing of the pageant, 2000 school chil-
dren of Calexico and Mexicali will take
part in an international parade, and
on Saturday afternoon a Desert Pa-
rade will feature the participants and
vehicles which take part in the spec-
ocle.

One of the special features of the

Lrnest Cole of Calexico playing the role of one of the wagon train drivers in

Desert Cavalcade. Photograph by Padilla Studio.

program is to be a chuckwagon break-
fast at 8:00 a.m. Saturday morning
at the pageant grounds. This event is
open to the public.

Mexican civic groups are planning
several special daylight progrems for
the entertainment of visitors 031 S:n-
day, March 23, in M2xicali.

The local organization which sp-
sors the annual pageant is a ron-oro !1'
corporation, and while sdmisson i
charged to the pageant orovnds. !
funds go into expenses. rnd to Li"“
purchase of additional cquipment ad
costumes. and toward the
ment of the natural stadium which w-s
phut.h..‘»-.d two years ago alona the
areat New River canyon which thr*
{_'"nl)"'d(: carved across Imperial v
ley i1 1205-5-7 when Salton Sea was
formed.

Plaving |o~ding roles in the paocan
are local n's. boath Mexican ard
Norte Americaras, cost as Juan Ban-
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tista de Anza, Fathers Font and Gar-
ces, Licut. Moraga, Chief Palma of
the Yumas. Gen. Kearny and Licut.
Emory: Dr. Oliver Wozencraft. who

first saw the agricultural possibilities
of Imperiz] Valley; € ‘apt. St. George

Caoke  of the Mormon  battalion:
Charles R. Rockwood, who engineered
the bringing of Colorado River \th'..‘]
to the v llu C. N. Perry. Dr. W. T.
Heffernan, Anthony H. Heber ar (l
Georgz Chaffey, all associated with
the early duvclnpm--m of the Imperial
|!IILL111011 district.

A span of 175 years is covered by
the historical pageant, and the pro-
gram, starting at cight in the evening.
lasts for two hours. The Winter Fes-
tival Association of Calexico. organ-
ized 14 years ago to stage the C aval-
cade. suggests that those planning to
remain 0y ht in Imperial Valley
make rvations for  lodeine
wall i Bl
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DESERT CALENDAR

February 23-March 2 — California
Mid-Winter Fair of Imperial Val-
ley. Holtville, California,

March |- —Indian Tour, Tueson, Ari-
ZOniL.

March 1-2 — Sierra Club. Southern
California chapter. trip to Bear
Creek Ouasis. near La Quinta, Cali-
fornia.

March -9 — Maricopa County Fair
and Horse Show. Civic Center.
Mesa, Arizona,

March 1-31—Special Exhibit, sand-
paintings of the Hopi and Navajo
Indians made by David ViaSenor.
Southwest Museum, Highland Park,
Los Angeles, California.

March 2 — Round-up Club tour of
Vultur:  Mine, Wickenburg,  Ari-
Zona,

March %9 — Sierra Club, Southern
California chapter, hike up Murray
Cuanyor, near Palm Springs, Cali-
fornia.

March 9 — Dons Club trek to Lost
Dutchman  Mine in Superstition
Mountains, from Phoenix, Arizona.

March 9 —Bandollero tour to Laguna
Dam, from Yuma, Arizona.

March 9 —Desert Sun Rancher Rodeo
at Remuda  Ranch, Wickenburg,
Arizoni,

March  0-16 — Seventeenth  Annual
Palm Springs Invitational Golf
Tournament. O’ Donnell Golf Club,
Palm Springs, California.

March 14-16—Gila Bend Rodeo, Gila
Bend. Arizona.

March r Conference Ski
Meet, Flagstaff, Arizona.

March 15-16-——Western Match Ruces,
Wickenburg, Arizona.

March 20-23 — International Desert
Cavaleade. Calexico, California.

March 21-23—Phoenix World Cham-
pionship Rodeo. Phoenix. Arizona.

March 21-23-—Coachella Valley Min-
eral Society Gem and Mineral Show,
Rivers de County Fairgrounds, In-
dio, Cualifornia.

March 23—Dons Club Trek 1o San

Carlos  Indian  Reservation, from
Phoen x, Arizenil.
March 27-29 — laycees Rawhide

Roundup. Mesa, Arizona.

March 2830 — Tueson Livestock
Show, Rodeo Grounds, Tucson,
Arizona,

Muarch 29-30-—Agua Piedra Ski Car-
nival, Taos. New Mexico.

March 29-30 — Don’s Club Trek to
Grand Canvon. from Phoenix, Ari-
ZORA.

March 29-30—Sierra Club, Southern
California chapter, natural science
trip to Red Rock Canyon, Califor-
nia.

March 30-31 — Saddle Club Horse
Show, Wickenburg, Arizona.
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