


ZWbL VACATION GUIDE
DESERT RESORTS DESERT EVENTS • GUIDED DESERT TRIPS

YOUR BIG
1955 VACATION

BY BOAT
Hite, Utah, to Lees Ferry, Arizona

Colorado River
COME see with us and help explore
America's last frontier! THRILL when
you stand under "Rainbow Bridge," at
"Hole in Rock," in Indian ruins and
"Crossing of the Fathers." fiO while you
can into the untouched land of wonders
and beauty. 12 full days of exciting ex-
perience in the land of many yesterdays
ago.

Sailings: .June 11 and 25
July 9 and 23

Fare: $150.00 per person
$25.00 deposit required

For reservations and complete
information contact

JOHANNES RIVER SAFARIS
12(i B. 4tli North — Price, Utah

Share the Expense
RIVER TRIPS

Write for details on the following:
Glen Canyon on the Colorado
San Juan River
Grand Canyon on the Colorado
Big Salmon River of Idaho
Middle Fork Salmon of Idaho
Hell's Canyon of Snake River

GEORGIE AND WHITY
435 West Laconia Blvd.

Los Angeles 66, California

HEY ADVENTURERS!
— Boat the Modern Way —

Travel the Scenic River Canyons, Colo-
rado, San Juan, Green, Yampa, Salmon,
Snake and others in our —

New Specially-equipped
MOTOR BOATS

For Schedules and details write

HARRIS-BRENNAN EXPEDITIONS
2500 E. 4800 So. Salt Lake City, Utah

Member—Western River Guides Assoc.

SAN JUAN and COLORADO
RIVER EXPEDITIONS

Enjoy exploration, safe adventure and
scenic beauty in the gorgeous canyons of
Utah and Arizona. Staunch boats, experi-
enced rivermen. For 1955 summer schedule
or charter trips anytime write to—

I. FRANK WRIGHT

MEXICAN HAT EXPEDITIONS
Blanding, Utah

With the promise of an unusually
colorful wildflower display on the des-
ert this year, late March and April
should bring thousands of motor vis-
itors to Southern California and Ari-
zona.

The Most Novel Motel in the West

Do your squaw and papooses get
on the warpath? Let 'em sleep like
Indians at Wigwam Village Motel,
San Bernardino, west side, U.S. 66.
You Indians never had it so good!
TV, tile baths, innersprings.

Recommended by leading travel
agencies. Visitors are welcome.
You don't need much wampum.
2 people, $5; 4 people $8.

WIGWAM VILLAGE MOTEL
2728 Foothill Blvd.

San Bernardino, California

MAKE THIS THE YEAR!

AUG.
11-12
13-14

Thursday
through
Sunday

Brochures, etc.
ASSOCIATION

Write Today

CEREMONIAL
Dept. B — Bc>\ L029 — Gallup, X.M.

Stove Pipe Wells Hotel
Death Valley

California

Home of the Famous Annual

BURRO-FLAPJACK
CONTEST

Stove Pipe Wells Hotel was until his
death in 1950 owned and operated by
George Palmer Putnam, renowned
author and explorer. It continues un-
der the personal management of Mrs.
George Palmer Putnam.

Season: October 1 to June 1

"iValiente!"
cried the

Spanish admiral
l i e cheered as his launch fished this

man and seven inure \ tne r ican sail-

ors nut nf Sant iago Harbor , Cuba ,

on the morning ol J u n e 1. 1898. I liis

was s t ra in ing Spanish chivalr j to the

break ing point, lor Richmond Hobson

(above) and liis little suicide crew had

spenl llie previous night taking a ship

into the harbor en t rance under a hail

ol eannonade and deli l ieralely s inking

her to bollle up the Spanish fleet.

Jloiison s cool-headed dar ing made

him as much a hero of the day as

A d m i r a l Dewey. \ n d proved a g a i n

thai America s mosl valuable product

is Amer icans .

T h e s e A m e r i c a n s p r o u d l y con-

fident ol their nat ion 's future—are the

people who stand behind United S ta tes

.Series E S a v i n g s B o n d s a n d m a k e

these Bonds one ol the world '- finest

investments .

T h a i s why there ' s no better way to

protect your future than by investing

in 4merica! Buy Bonds regular l ) !

It's actually easy to save money—when
you buy United Stales Series F. Savings
Bonds through the automatic Payroll
Savings Plan where you work! You just
sign an application al your pay office;
after that your saving is dune for you.
\nd the Bonds you receive will pa) you

interest at the rate of '.'•>''•', per year, com-
pounded semiannually, for a- long as 19
years and 8 months if you wish! Sign up
today! Or. if you're self-employed, invest
in Bonds regular!) at your bank. Fur
your own security ami your country st
too —invest m ( ..V Sunnes Bonds!
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DESERT CALENDAR
Every weekend in April—Artists and

Craftsmen exhibiting at Palm Desert
Art Gallery, in Desert Magazine
Pueblo, Palm Desert, California.

April 1-2 — Mesa Jaycces Rawhide
Roundup, Civic Center, Mesa, Ariz.

April 1-3—Fiesta Rodeo, Truth or
Consequences, New M exico.

April 2—Annual Jeep Cavalcade from
Hemet, California (8 am.) to sand
dunes of Borrego; all day trip for
4 WD cars only.

April 2-3—Arabian Horse Show, Polo
Grounds, Palm Springs, California.

April 3—Desert Sun Ranchers Rodeo,
Remuda, Wickenburg, Arizona.

April 3 — Desert Shores Outboard
Water Skiing Regatta, Fish Springs,
Salton Sea, California.

April 4-8 — Desert Caballeros Ride,
Round-Up Club, Wickenburg, Ariz.

April 8 — Penitente Passion Play,
Talpa Chapel, near Taos, N. M.

April 9-10 — Sierra Club's Desert
Peaks Hike and Backpack Trrp to
Keynote Peak and New York Butte,
meeting in Lone Pine, California.

April 10—Easter Sunrise Services at:
Shrine of Ages, South Rim, Grand
Canyon National Park, Arizona.
Sand Dunes, Death Valley, Cali-
fornia, On horseback, Wickenburg,
Arizona. The Cross-on the-Mesa, 2
miles west of Taos, New Mexico.
Desert Christ Park, Yucca Valley,
California.

April 10-30 — Spring Art Exhibit,
Harwood Foundation Galleries,
Taos, New Mexico.

April 11-12 — Two-day bus trip to
Grand Canyon, by Don's Club of
Phoenix, Arizona.

April 13-14—Fiesta de las Flores,
Tucson, Arizona. Festival Society.

April 13-15—Trans-Mississippi Seniors
Golf Tournament, Thunderbird
Club, Palm Springs, California.

April 13-17 — Yuma County Fair,
Arizona.

April 13-26—Festival Art Show, Fine
Arts Gallery, Tucson, Arizona.

April 14-17 — 19th Annual Desert
Circus, Palm Springs, California.

April 15—San Xavier Mission Fiesta,
Tucson, Arizona.

April 15-17 — Indian Ceremonials,
Phoenix, Arizona.

April 15-17—Tucson, Arizona. Live-
stock Show, Polo Grounds.

April 16 — Mexican Fiesta, Tucson,
Arizona.

April 16-17—Sierra Club's Hike to
Santa Rosa and Toro Peaks, over-
looking Coachella Valley, Calif.

April 16-17 — 18th Annual Mineral
and Gem Exhibit of Southwest
Mineralogists, Inc., Palestine Ma-
sonic Temple, Los Angeles, Calif.

April 17—Desert Sun Ranchers Rodeo
at Rancho de Los Caballeros, Wick-
enburg, Arizona.

April 17—Los Angeles Boat and Ski
Club Race at Desert Shores, Fish
Springs, Salton Sea, California.

April 22-23—All Indian Show, Inter-
national Relations Club, Flagstaff.

April 23-24—Ramona Pageant, Hem-
et, California (also in May).

April 23-24 — Sierra Club's Desert
Peaks Hike and Bus Trip, Meeting
at Pasadena, California.

April 23-24 — Southern Nevada
Flower Show, Recreation Center,
Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Devil's Cactus Garden. Barrel cactus with
Mt. San Jacinto, California, in background.
Photo by HUBERT A. LOWMAN, Covina,
California.
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Rochester Basin in the Chocolate Mountains, southeast of Picacho. The road at
this point—rough but solid—follows the tuff bottom of a broad wash. Earl Kerr's
nodule beds lie in the low hills, center, which also carry opalite, chalcedony and

agate.

Doodlebug Trail
into Agateland

By HAROLD O. WEIGHT
Photographs by the author

Map by Norton Allen

AND I had no intention
of hunting rocks when we
visited southeastern Imperial

County in mid-June, 1949. We just
wanted to photograph colorful Picacho
Wash while smoke trees and palo
verdes were blooming together, and
relax a day or two at Old Picacho,
swapping desert yarns with Ed Roch-
ester and Earl Kerr, then the ghost
town's leading citizens.

Besides knowing the history and
legends of that fascinating region, Ed
and Earl were well-acquainted with
some of its choice rock fields. It was
Earl who told us about the big agate
nodule beds in Rochester Basin, ten
miles to the southeast.

Ed Rochester had first noted the
nodules, geodes, opalite and chalce-
dony while prospecting the basin more

than 30 years before. But Ed was
after commercial ores; these were sim-
ply curiosities. Later when Earl be-
came interested in cutting and polish-
ing, Ed told him about the basin. At
first they hiked three rugged miles in
from Pebble Mountain, on the Picacho-
Winterhaven road, and packed the
rocks out on their backs. Then they
found they could drive to within one
and a half miles of the field by circling
down by Winterhaven and back up the
Colorado River to near Imperial Dam.

Earl's description was so enticing
we decided that a four mile hot weather
hike, planned properly, wouldn't be
so bad—especially since most of it,
from the river side, would be up a
deep and presumably shady arroyo.
Ed and Earl declined invitations to
accompany us to the sun-seared area.

It's no country to enter in the
heat of summer, but nodules, ge-
odes, chalcedony, and opalite are
scattered—often thickly—along a
Southern California path blazed
by an old miner with a witch-stick
in the 1920s — it's the Doodlebug
Trail.

They were shaking their heads when
we drove away late the next afternoon.

Everything went according to plan
—at first. We camped at the edge of
the great arroyo, where an old Indian
trail was visible. At sunrise we were
on our way with two canteens of water,
expecting to be back with our nodules
by ten.

We will always remember that ex-
pedition. The arroyo was a beautiful
sheer-walled canyon where the desert
trees grew together—palo verde, smoke
tree, ironwood, catsclaw, chilopsis.
Blue shadows drifted among the smoke
trees, and big ironwoods and palo
verdes which fringed the canyon cast
solid black shade the width of the
wash. Great mounds of Chuckawallas'
Delight were along the way, and clumps
of Canyon Broom.

Distinct, purposeful coyote pad-
marks followed the shadow of a wall
and the winding track of a large snake
crossed a sandy stretch. Scattered
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