


The reconstructed Vallecito Stage Station, a California Historic site, as it appears today.
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Vallecito Stage Station
By JOSEF and JOYCE MUENCH

In San Diego County, California, now off the main
line of travel, stands this adobe building—the restored
stage station where passengers on the old Butterfield Over-
land stage route once stopped for refreshments.

This is the Vallecito stage station, rebuilt according
to its original design through the philanthropy of Dr. and
Mrs. Louis Strahlmann of San Diego in 1935.

Originally this was on the route of Kearny's Army of

the West. The first wheeled vehicles to come this way
were the wagons of Col. Philip St. George Cooke's Mor-
mon Battalion in 1847. Two years later California-bound
gold-seekers, after the long dusty trek across the desert
from Yuma, found Vallecito a refreshing place for water
and rest.

The old stage station is now reached by a very passa-
ble road maintained by the California State Park organiza-
tion.

a^^ The Old Over/and Stage Station at ,Vallecitos """v"
Before Its Restoration.
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DESERT CflLEDDflR
Aug. 30-Sept. 2 — Tri-County Fair,

Bishop, California.
Aug. 30-Sept. 2 — Annual Fiesta,

Santa Fe.
Aug. 30-Sept. 2—County Fair, Elko,

Nevada.
Aug. 31-Sept. 2 — Nevada Rodeo,

Winnemucca.
Aug. 31-Sept. 2 — Fallon, Nevada,

Rodeo.
Sept. 1—World's Championship Steer

Roping Contest, Clovis, N. M.
Sept. 1-2—Williams, Arizona, Rodeo.
Sept. 1-2—Eureka, Nevada, Rodeo.
Sept. 1-2—Kingman, Arizona, Rodeo.
Sept. 2—St. Stephen's Day Fiesta and

Dance, Acoma Pueblo, N. M.
Sept. 5-8 — Antelope Valley Fair,

Lancaster, California.
Sept. 6-8—Arizona Game Protective

Association Convention, Wicken-
burg.

Sept. 6-8 — Uranium Days, Moab,
Utah.

Sept. 6-8 — Coconino County Fair,
Flagstaff.

Sept. 7-8—Socorro County Fair, So-
corro, New Mexico.

Sept. 7-8—Winslow, Arizona, Rodeo.
Sept. 9-12—Metal Mining and Indus-

trial Mineral Convention of the
American Mining Congress, Salt
Lake City.

Sept. 12-14 — Dixie Roundup, St.
George, Utah.

Sept. 12-15—Quay County Fair, Tu-
cumcari, New Mexico.

Sept. 12-15 — Washoe County Fair,
Reno.

Sept. 13-14—Galena Days Celebra-
tion, Bingham, Utah.

Sept. 13-14 — Otero County Fair,
Alamogordo, New Mexico.

Sept. 13-15 — Yavapai County Fair,
Prescott, Arizona.

Sept. 13-15 — Sierra County Fair,
Truth or Consequences, N. M.

Sept. 13-15—Valencia County Fair,
Belen, New Mexico.

Sept. 13-22—Utah State Fair, Salt
Lake City.

Sept. 14-15—Horse Show and Pony
Express Race, Tonopah, Nevada.

Sept. 14-15 — Mining Celebration,
Randsburg, California.

Sept. 15 — Ceremonial Dances and
Races, Jicarilla Apache Indian Res-
ervation, New Mexico.

Sept. 18-21—Curry County Fair, Clo-
vis, New Mexico.

Sept. 19 — Fiesta and Ceremonial
Dances, Laguna Pueblo, N. M.

Sept. 19-20—San Juan County Fair,
Farmington, New Mexico.

Sept. 19-22 — Hidalgo County Fair,
Lordsburg, New Mexico.

Sept. 20-21—DeBaca and Guadalupe
Bi-County Fair, Fort Sumner, N.M.

Sept. 20-22 — Navajo Tribal Fair,
Window Rock, Arizona.

Sept. 21-22—Barstow, Calif., Rodeo.
Sept. 23-27—Roosevelt County Fair

and Rodeo, Portales, New Mexico.
Sept. 26 — Jack's Carnival, Sparks,

Nevada.
Sept. 27-29 — Cochise County Fair,

Douglas, Arizona.
Sept. 28-30 — Mohave County Fair,

Kingman, Arizona.
Sept. 28-Oct. 6—New Mexico State

Fair, Albuquerque.
Sept. 29-30—Fiesta of San Geronimo

on 29th, Sun Down Dance on 30th,
Taos Pueblo, New Mexico.
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We Prefer to Camp
at Dripping Springs

By NELL MURBARGER
Photographs by the author

Map by Norton Allen

THE first night we camped
in Organ Pipe Cactus National
Monument in southwestern Ari-

zona, we knew we'd found something
extra special. What that something is,
we can't quite put a ringer on—but
after 10 years and at least that many
return visits, the Organ Pipe still is our
favorite desert retreat.

Ordinarily, Dad, Mom and I do not
camp in National parks and monu-
ments. Most are too congested and

civilized for desert rats like us—-we
would rather camp in the open where
the only rules are those prescribed by
common decency. The Organ Pipe,
however, is so natural and just plain
big that it never gives us a feeling of
constriction nor of being a "park."

Fourth largest of our national mon-
uments, its 516 square miles—nearly
a third of a million acres—are almost
lost in the surrounding desert immen-
sity. Organ Pipe's entire eastern boun-

The author's mother inspects a giant organ pipe cactus.

Far from men's busy cities
and close to the sun, sky and
life-filled earth is matchless Or-
gan Pipe Cactus National Mon-
ument. On these pages, as
seen through the eyes of Nell
Murbarger, is the story of this
spacious wonderland on the
Arizona-Mexico border.

dary abuts on the Papago Indian Res-
ervation:—a desert tract two-and-a-half
times larger than Delaware, but with
only two small post offices, Sells and
Topawa. To the west lies more than
3000 square miles of desert without
any post offices, and beyond the Mon-
ument's southern boundary is the most
sparsely populated sector of Old Mex-
ico.

It is this wild land south of the bor-
der that is the Organ Pipe's natural
mother — even its climate being im-
ported from the coastal jungles of
Sinaloa, 700 miles to the south. After
traveling northward over the Gulf of
California, the tropical air follows the
Sonoyta River valley to the heart of
the Organ Pipe where it is halted by
high encircling mountains. Because of
this coastal warmth, the lower valleys
of this region between the Ajo and
Growler ranges embrace what probably
is the finest tract of Sonoran desert
north of Mexico and support many
sub - tropical plants not commonly
found in Arizona and not at all in
other sections of the United States.
Among these is the spectacular organ
pipe cactus—Cereus thurberi—whose
name the Monument bears. It was not
to protect this single species, however,
but to assure preservation of this re-
markable desert as a whole that the
area was set aside as a national monu-
ment by President Roosevelt on April
13, 1937.

Shortly thereafter, when roads in
the area still were bad, no improved
campgrounds had yet been constructed
and only sources of drinking water
were inaccessible to auto-borne travel-
ers, Dad, Mom and I began making
annual pilgrimages to the Organ Pipe.
Our visits, over the years, have fallen
in every season, and while all have
been good—never too chilly for com-
fort nor too warm for endurance—the
best trips were made in the spring and
fall.

Typical of our spring jaunts was the
one made last year. It wasn't a planned
trip. Dad and Mom were spading the
garden and I was preparing to leave
for Nevada for the summer, when the
realization came to us that April was
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