FEBRUARY on
the DESERT

Rodeos highlight the February
desert events calendar. In Phoenix,
Tucson, Mesa, Wickenburg, Yuma,
Chandler, El Paso and Palm Springs
many a cowboy will bounce off the
hard ground . . . many a rodeo enthusiast will thrill to the always different, always thrilling show.
Indio, California, is the setting for
the International Date Festival — a
very unique fair featuring such Near
East flavored events as camel races
and a nightly Arabian Nights pageant.
If your February travels find you in
the Palm Desert vicinity, stop by the
Desert Magazine Pueblo to view the
month-long Marjorie Reed (remember

last month's beautiful back cover?)
art exhibit. The admission-free gallery
is open seven days a week during the
winter season—from 9 to 5.
ARIZONA
January 30-February 1 — Parada del
Sol, Scottsdale.
January 31-February 8 — Exposition
of Modern Living, Exhibiting
Homes, Sports, Boats, Foods. Park
Central, Phoenix.
February 1—Annual Buffalo Barbecue, shooting demonstrations, archery, world champion vermin calling
contest, Chandler.
February 1 — Black Canyon Saddle
Club Gymkhana, Phoenix.
February 2-15 — Contemporary Arizona Art Exhibit, Tucson.
February 5-8 — $17,500 Open Golf
Tournament, Phoenix.
February 7-8—Junior World Championship Rodeo, Rodeo Grounds,
six miles east of Mesa on Highway
70.
February 7-8—11th Annual All-Western Stampede, Phoenix.
February 8 — Desert Sun Ranchers
Rodeo, Wickenburg.
February 8—Dons Club Trek to RayHayden Copper Mines, from Phoenix.
February 10-22 — Arizona Weavers
Guild Annual Show, Heard Museum, Phoenix.
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SCENIC FAST WATER
FLOAT TRIPS ON THE
SAN JUAN RIVER, GRAND
CANYON, RIVER OF NO
RETURN. HELL'S CANYON

Mexican Hat Expeditions
Mexican Hat, Utah
GLEN CAN^C^N FLOAT AND POWER T
MAY T H R O U G H SEPTEMBER
Explore and photograph this wonderful canyon,
soon to be covered bv rising lake waters.
Mexican Hat's

GLEH CANYON BOATIM, Inc.
WHITE CANYON, UTAH

February 11-15—Third Annual Sport
Show, Arizona Game Protective
Ass'n, State Fairgrounds, Phoenix.
February 12-15—Open Golf Tournament, Tucson.
February 13-15—Dons Club Bus Tour
to Hopi Villages, Petrified Forest
National Monument, from Phoenix.
February 13-15 — Gold Rush Days,
Wickenburg.
February 14-15—Jaycee Silver Spur
Rodeo, Yuma.
February 19-22 — World Championship Rodeo, Fiesta de los Vaqueros.
Parade on 19th, Square Dance on
20th. Tucson.
February 20-21 — Great Southwest
Square Dance Festival, Phoenix.
February 21-22—Dons Club Superstition Mountain Overnight Hike.
February 21-22 — 4th Annual AllArabian Horse Show, Paradise Park,
Scottsdale.
February 22-March 1—Cactus Show,
Desert Botanical Gardens, Phoenix.
February 28—Arizona Pekingese Club
Dog Show, Phoenix.
February 28 — Desert Sun Ranchers
Rodeo, Wickenburg.
February 28-March 1—Sheriff's Posse
Rodeo, Chandler.
CALIFORNIA
February 5-8—19th Annual Imperial
Valley Tomato Festival, Niland.
February 7-8—19th Annual Rodeo,
Parade on morning of 7th, Palm
Springs.
February 7-8 — 2nd Annual Ridgerunners Jeep Cruise, assemble at
Truckhaven.
February 14-23 — Riverside County
Fair and National Date Festival,
Parade on 22nd, Indio.
February 18-22—Whiskey Flat Days,
Kernville.
February 19-22—12th Annual Carrot
Carnival, Holtville.
Month of February — Marjorie Reed
Art Exhibit, Desert Magazine Gallery, Palm Desert.
NEW MEXICO
February 2 — Candlemas Day Ceremonial Dances at San Felipe, Cochiti and Santo Domingo pueblos.
February 9-15—Southwest Livestock
Show and Rodeo, El Paso (Texas).
February 19-23—All American Auto
Show, Albuquerque.
February 21-22 — Rocky Mountain
Down Hill Slalom, Taos Ski Valley.
UTAH
February 12-14 — Jaycee Snow Cup
Race, Salt Lake City.

Publisher's Notes
It is interesting to me that many
of our readers are not aware of the
area that Desert Magazine covers.
Briefly, Desert defines its "beat" as
New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, southern Utah, and the desertland of California. We also consider Baja California and Sonora, in Mexico, as our
field.
And just for a change of pace, we
take a big-brother look this month
at the smallest desert patch in the
United States, the displaced, postagestamp Desert of Maine.
* * *
A short report on the Reader Questionnaire that we sent out recently is
also included in this month's Desert
Magazine. I think that one of the
most heartening facts to come out of
the survey was the high return of
answers. Forty-seven per cent of
those receiving the questionnaire took
the time and trouble to fill out the
form and send it to Desert. No publisher in America has a more loyal
and cooperative family of readers!
Postal rates for second class mail
(which include magazines) went up
another 10 percent the first of the
year. This is a part of the Post
Office Department's three-year program to increase second class mail
charges by about one-third over the
1956 rates. And only last month
President Eisenhower announced that
he favors even further and higher
boosts in the postal rates.
* * *
Our Desert Southwest covers about
one-fifth of the "original" 48 states,
and is a vast and fast-growing region,
leading the nation in percentage
growth populationwise.
Covering the many activities and
stories of the Southwest is becoming
increasingly difficult. As all magazines do, we are constantly looking
for new authors, photographers and
ideas. Most of our material is submitted by free-lancers, professional
and amateur. Though we can accept
less than one of 10 that is sent us,
we always welcome contributions.
* * *
The first of our series of wildflower reports for 1959 starts this
month. Desert Magazine has many
volunteer "spotters" all over the
Southwest; they send us their estimates of Mother Nature's floral
moods—and we print the predictions,
hoping that a cold snap, or a heat
wave, or a sandstorm won't alter our
report too drastically.

CHUCK SHELTON
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ABOUT THE COVER . . .
. . . This is all that remains of the John
S. Cooke bank building in Rhyolite, Nevada
(see next page), a $90,000 monument to
the everlasting hopefulness of the gold
boomers. This hardy breed rushed to the
new strikes, mined the ore, promoted the
mines, built cities and paved streets, celebrated each new high-grade discovery. But,
unlike raising cattle or wheat which multiply themselves, there's only so much gold
in a district. When it is removed, the new
town's excuse for being also is removed.
Then the ghost town is born. Cover photographer is Carlos Elmer of China Lake,
Calif.
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GHOST TOWN DWELLERS

By NELL MURBARGER
Map by Norton Allen

THE winding grade that
climbs out of Death Valley by
way of Daylight Pass, I eased
my car onto the short dusty road to
the ghost town of Rhyolite, Nevada.
As I came into view of the town, I
was pleased to see that the big gray
depot still watched over the ruins with
the complacency of a Buddha. Farther
along Golden Street loomed the shell
of the John S. Cooke bank building
—a three-story-and-basement structure
built at a cost of $90,000. Beyond
the bank rose the broken walls of a
$50,000 schoolhouse and a $100,000
hotel—one of 10 hotels in the city
in 1907!
The rubble-littered area between
the remaining stone ghosts once held
stores, cafes, brokerage offices, 45
saloons, homes, four newspaper plants,
a Stock Exchange — even an opera
house! Here had been no claptrap
mining camp, built of castoffs and
canvas; but a flourishing city, for a
time the largest in southern Nevada.
I walked across the depot's woodbine-shaded porch and stepped into
the cool duskiness of the former waiting room. This building is owned by
my friends, the Hershel Heislers; and
since they are former Georgians who
brought with them a bountiful supply
of Southern hospitality, I never visit

Once the most elaborate station in Nevada, the
Rhyolite Depot was a roadhouse and casino for years
before it became the home of its present occupants.

here that I'm not made to feel like
a lost lamb returned to the fold.
Mrs. Heisler inherited the depot
from her brother, N. C. Westmoreland,
who had bought it for a song and
then converted it into a roadhouse
and casino which he operated for many
years. Mrs. Heisler had been a teacher
of English and history; and for 36
years Mr. Heisler was a minister in
the South Georgia Methodist Confer-

Rhyolite and Bullfrog—
spectacular boom towns
of the early years of
this century—live on.
Seven people make up
the combined population of these towns on
the Southern Nevada
Bonanza Trail. They are
interesting folks—good
neighbors who love
their desert homes as
they do the full lives
they lead.

ence. In view of this background I
asked why they had chosen to leave
their lovely Southern home and lifelong friends to begin life anew in this
desert ghost town.
Mrs. Heisler said the answer to that
question had its beginning 16 years
ago when she first visited her brother
in Rhyolite.
"I suppose you fell in love with the
desert at first sight," I suggested.
"Mercy no!" exclaimed Mrs. Heisler.
"I thought it was the most horrible
place I had ever seen! I stayed 10
days—that was as long as I could
stand it . . ."
But each summer found Mrs. Heisler visiting her brother at Rhyolite;
and gradually, his desert home became
more pleasing to her, the days less
bleak, the mornings and evenings more
beautiful. After her brother's death
in 1947, she found it necessary to remain longer at Rhyolite each summer
in order to do assessment work on the
several inactive claims she had inherited from him; and instead of dreading those visits to the desert, she began looking forward to them.
But she still was dubious about how
her husband would feel about living
in such a place. For years he had
suffered from sinus congestion and
arthritis which eventually became so
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