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% Recommended by the Staff of Desert Magazine

GOING LIGHT WITH BACKPACK OR BURRO, a
Sierra Club publication, edited by David R. Brower. This
pleasantly written book tells about open-trail travel, and
how to do it. Clothing, camp menus, handling of pack
stock, and outdoor first-aid are some of the topics cov-
ered. There are 152 pages of text and illustrations. $2.

* * *

FLOWERS OF THE SOUTHWEST, by Natt N.
Dodge. This handy 112-page floral guide is a paperback
that describes or illustrates the more common flowers
of our Desert Southwest. Excellent for handy identifica-
tion. One of the Southwestern Monuments Association's
series, in cooperation with the National Park Service. $1.

* # *

MINERALOGICAL JOURNEYS IN ARIZONA, by A.
L. Flagg. This booklet of 93 pages of text and photos is
devoted to Arizona's minerals. More than a half century
of gem and rock and ore collecting in Arizona backs up
the author’'s report. Fine photos and general maps are
included in the volume. $4.95.

i # *

THE JAYHAWKERS' OATH, by William L. Manly,
as edited by Arthur Woodward, is a 168 page document,
through letters, diaries and personal recount, of the
Gold Rush days. Manly, a hero in the rescue of the
survivors of the ill-fated Death Valley pioneers, was one
of the top chroniclers of the west of a century ago. Many
fine line sketches plus a colored map are included. $6.

* %* *

BUILD YOUR OWN ADOBE, by Paul and Doris Aller.
If you are interested in do-it-yourself adobe construction,
this is just the book to get you underway. Practical in
its approach, the book is easy reading and touched with
humor. Quality printing goes into the 110 pages of text
and photos. $5.
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RED MAN—WHITE MAN, by Harry C. James is a
penetrating story of life in the Hopi pueblos. The fic-
tional treatment is surrounded by truth as the text
examines the innate dignity of the Hopis, mingled with
their delightful sense of humor. 286 pages. 35.

* % *

OWYHEE, THE LIFE OF A NORTHERN DESERT,
by Earl J. Larrison, is a story of the high sagebrush
desertland of Idaho, where temperatures range from
summer’s 120-above to winter's minus 35 degrees. The
author, a naturalist-scientist, is on the teaching staff at
the Un%versit_v of Idaho. 349 pages of text and illustra-
tions. $5.

* * *

THE NAVAJO AND PUEBLO SILVERSMITHS, by
John Adair. Beautifully printed and well illustrated,
this definitive work, in its 216 pages tells of the history
of the fascinating silversmith craft among the Indians
of the Southwest. The pioneer craftsmen and their loca-
tions are documented by the author. A thorough study
of the economy of Indian silversmithing is part of the
report. $5.

* * *

ON DESERT TRAILS WITH EVERETT RUESS. A
collection of letters, notes and sketches by the Nature-
loving young adventurer, Everett Ruess, who disap-
peared into the southern Utah desert at the age of 20.
Philosophy, poetry, and the romance of the high mesa
gguntr\ lives in Ruess’' book. 80 pages, with sketches.
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PAINT THE WIND, by Alberta Hannum, is the story
of the famous Navajo artist, Beatien Yazz, after the
latter's return from World War 11 service with the
Marine Corps. The conflict of the Indian trying once
again to fit into the artistic and quiet life he had earlier
known among his own people is graphically told in the
206 pages, which include some of the artist’s finest
paintings. $4.50.

ORDER THESE SOUTHWESTERN FAVORITES

FROM THE:

ABAZINE BODN SHOP

PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA

e Please add 10c each book for postage
¢ California buyers add 4% sales tax
e Also send for new Desert Book Catalog—iree.
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Publisher’s Notes

I know that all our readers will take
special delight in exploring Fable Val-
ley this month with Nell Murbarger
and the Kent Frost party.

Fable Valley, as seen through the
eyes of Nell Murbarger, is the exact
place you and I always wanted to dis-
cover while exploring the way you
and I always dreamed of exploring—
in some far-off, hidden corner of the
Southwest,

The scent of cedar and sagebrush
lies heavy around the story of Fable
Valley. Desert Muagazine is pleased
to open a new area of exploration
for its venturesome readers,
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Though the road to Fable Valley
is not yet ready for trailer travel, we
do have an illustrated article this
month of special interest to the trail-
ering members of Desert's family.
(Our recent reader survey pointed
out that one out of six of our readers
own or live in trailers.)

“. . . trailers have created a new
way of life,” states one of the cap-
tions for the article. This is especi-
ally evident in the desert, where win-
tering trailerists will build up a city
all their own in a fortnight, then
abandon it as quickly when summer
approaches.
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Years ago one of Desert Magazine's
most popular features was the “Land-
marks of the Desert” contest. We
plan to revive it, bringing back into
Desert Magazine some of the reader
participation that seems to fit well
with a friendly and informal maga-
zine such as ours,

% ¥ &

A review of our circulation records
indicates that Desert, in stride with
the Southwest, is growing, New highs
in newsstand and subscription distri-
bution were reached in December and
January. Christmas gifts of a year’s
subscription to Desert reached a new
record. To which a grateful publisher
can only add: “And please remember
that Desert Magazine will also be the
ideal birthday gift for someone you
think highly of. Don’t wait until
Christmas to give the perfect gift!”

® o

And, as usual, we are always look-
ing for new writers and photogra-
phers. To retain its appeal, a maga-
zine must seek refreshing change,
while holding to the basic format it
chooses as its own.

The Southwest is chock-full of chal-
lenge for the creative folks who
would write or photograph. Many of
them have been within our pages in
the past. We will meet many more
in the months ahead,

CHUCK SHELTON, publisher

ABOUT THE COVER . . .

. . . Desert Gold—poppies, bright as the
sun itself, greet the spring in the company
of a prickly cholla cactus. Josef Muench
took this photograph on the desert near
Willcox, Arizona, Chances are this year’s
desert wildflower show won't be as good as
last year’s spectacular blooming, but there
are always some flowers—and whether you
find one or one billion, the beauty and the
mystery are ever-present.

MARCH, 1959

Volume 22 MARCH, 1959 Number 3
COVER Poppies, by JOSEF MUENCH
EXPLORATION Discovering Fable Vdlley

By NELL MURBARGER . . . . . . . . 4
ART He Paints Pictures You Can Understond

By W. THETFORD LeVINESS . . . . . . 10
WILDFLOWERS Flowering predictions for March . . . . . . 12
MEMORIAL Coronado National Memorial

By PHYLLIS W. HEAID . « . . & & « « 18
CLOSE-UPS About those who write for Desert . . . . . 15
TRAVEL Trailers Meet the Desert, by DAVID F. LYON . 16
GARDENING Plenting a Desert Garden

By GEORGE C. JORDAN . . . . . . . 19
FICTION Hard Rock Shorty of Death Valley . . . . . 20
POETRY Date Palms and other poems . . . . . . . 21
NATURE Names of Desert Things and Places

By EDMUND C. JAEGER . . . . . . . 22
EDUCATION For Boys With Problems

By RANDALL HENDERSON . . . . . . 24
DESERT QUIZ A test of your desert knowledge . . . . . . 26
LETTERS Comment from Desert's readers . . . . . . 26
DESERT PRIMER Rattlesnakes—how dangerous are they? . . . 27
BOOKS Reviews of Southwestern literature . . . . . 28
MINING Current news of desert mines . . . . . . . 29
NEWS NOTES From the Southwest . . . . . . . . . . &0
COOQOKING Southwest Recipes . . . . . . . . . . . 34
HOBBY Gem Banks on the Shores of Lake Mead

By EUGENE L. CONROTTO . . . . . . 36
LAPIDARY Amateur Gem Cutter, by DR. H. C. DAKE . . . 4l
COMMENT Just Between You and Me, by the Editor . . . 42
CALENDAR March events in the Southwest . . . . 43

PHOTOGRAPHY On the Mojave, by WANDA DAVIS . back cover

The Desert Magazine is published monthly by Desert Magazine, Ine., Palm Desert,
California. Re-entered as second class matter July 17, 1948, at the postoffice at Palm Desert,
California, under the Act of March 3, 1879, Title registered No, 358865 in U. S. Patent Office,
and contents copyrighted 1959 by Desert Magazine, Inc. Permission to reproduce contents
must be secured from the editor in writing.

CHARLES E. SHELTON, Publisher RANDALL HENDERSON, Editor
EUGENE L. CONROTTO, Associate Editor EVONNE RIDDELL, Circulation Manager

CLYDE A. OSBURN, Advertising Director
Suite 315, 7046 Hollywood Blvd.
Los Angeles 28, California
Unsolicited manuseripts and photographs submitted cannot be returned or acknowledged
unless full return postage is enclosed. Desert Magazine assumes no responsibility for
damage or loss of manuseripts or photographs although due care will be exercised. Sub-
scribers should send notice of change of address by the first of the month preceding issue.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

One Year.......$4.00 Two Years.......87.00
Canadian Subscriptions 23¢ Extra. Foreign 50c Extra

Subseriptions to Army Personnel Outside U, 8. A, Must Be Mailed in Conformity With
P. 0. D. Order No. 19687

Address Correspondence to Desert Magazine, Palm Desert, California






