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DURING THE SEASON, hundreds of visitors come to our office in
Palm Desert and ask, "What is there to do and see around here other
than date trees and golf courses?" As a result, we decided to put
some of our answers into a SPECIAL SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DESERT EDITION dedicated to revealing the exciting backcountry that
surrounds the cosmopolitan community of Palm Springs. Although
the geographical area in this particular edition is confined, what is
true of Coachella Valley and Imperial Valley is true of all growing
desert areas in the West. Each community is endowed with its own
lore, history, and distinctive type of desert scenery. We hope this
special issue will inspire readers in other areas to look beyond their
own cities and highways and capture the great, free spirit that prevails
throughout all desert regions of the West.
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uninterrupted
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RECOMMENDED BOOKS

about the desert
ON DESERT TRAILS by Randall Henderson, founder and publisher of Desert Magazine for 23
years. One of the first good writers to reveal
the beauty of the mysterious desert areas. Henderson's experiences, combined with his comments on the desert of yesterday and today,
makes this a MUST for those who really want
to understand the desert. 375 pages, illustrated.
Hard Cover. $5.00.
THE NORTH AMERICAN DESERTS by Edmund C.
Jaeger. A long-time authority on all phases of
desert areas and life, Dr. Jaeger's book on the
North American Deserts should be carried
wherever you travel. It not only describes each
of the individual desert areas, but has illustrated sections on desert insects, reptiles, birds,
mammals and plants. 315 pages, illustrated
photographs, line drawings and maps. Hard
Cover. $5.95.
THE DESERT IS YOURS by Erie Stanley Gardner.
In his latest book on the desert areas of the
West, the author again takes his reader with
him as he uses every means of transportation to
explore the wilderness areas and sift the facts
and rumors about such famous legends as the
Lost Arch, Lost Dutchman and Lost Dutch Oven
mines. 256 pages, illustrated. Hard cover. $7.50.
ANZA-BORREGO DESERT GUIDE by Horace Parker Second edition of this well-illustrated and
documented book is enlarged considerably. Tops
among guidebooks, it is equally recommended
for research material in an area that was crossed
by Anza, Kit Carson, the Mormon Baftalian, '49ers,
Railroad Survey parties, Pegleg Smith, the Jackass Mail, Butterfield Stage, and today's adventurous tourists. 139 pages, cardboard cover.
$2.95. May be ordered from DESERT Magazin
Book Dept.
THE OREGON DESERT by E. R. Jackman and
R. A. Long. This book is a hard one to define.
A single paragraph may be a mixture of geology, history, biography and rich desert lore.
The only complete book about the Oregon desert,
the material applies equally well to other deserts of the West. The humor and fascinating
anecdotes coupled with factual background anc
unusual photos, including color, make it excellent reading material even for those who may
never visit Oregon. 407 pages, illustrated. Hard
Cover. Third printing, $6.50.
PAINTERS OF THE DESERT by Ed Ainsworth. A
beautifully illustrated and well-written roundup
of 13 of the desert's outstanding artists—Dixon
Forsythe, Swinnerton, Fechin, Eytel, Lauritz, Buff
Klinker, Perceval, Hilton, Proctor, McGrew, anc
Bender. Folio size, gold-stamped hard cover
Full color reproductions. 125 pages. $11.00.
THE VOICE OF THE DESERT by Joseph Wooc
Krutch. This book explores the intriguing vari
ety of life on the Sonoran and Southwest des
erts by one of the country's most distinguishec
writers. Covers flora, fauna, and philosophy
223 pages, hardcover, $5.00.
THE GREAT CALIFORNIA DESERTS by W. Storr
Lee is rich in folklore, drama and history o
desert regions from Death Valley to Imperia
Valley and from the Spanish explorers up tc
the present. Good reading. Hardcover, 30(
pages, $5.95.
Order from:
DESERT Magazine Book Department
Palm Desert, California 92260
Include 25c for postage and handling.
California residents add 4% sales tax.
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DESERT ANIMALS IN JOSHUA
TREE NATIONAL MONUMENT
By Alden H. Miller and
Robert C. Stebbins
with illustrations by Gene Christman
Here is a book we've been waiting
for, and we aren't disappointed. Written by naturalists as a result of 15
years of continuous observation, its
colored illustrations and fine photos
make it one of the most outstanding
of desert nature books—and the only
one pertaining to this particularly
rich area.
As the authors point out, desert
animal life is often overlooked by the
casual visitor because he hasn't developed his powers of observation.
This isn't hard to do, however, once
you are acquainted with the habits of
desert wild life. Then you know to
look after dark for kangaroo rats, to
expect bats near water sources where
they make their evening flights, and
to watch for snakes absorbing body
heat from warm pavements. Coyotes
frequent roadsides after dark because
they are addicted to chasing rodents
attracted to the highways by the
lights of your cars. Birds are early
risers and the Joshua Tree area boasts
a varied supply. Loon, grebe, heron,
egret, hawks, eagles, quail, doves, roadrunners, owls, poorwills, and hummingbirds are only a few of those described and illustrated in this wonderful book. Chapters on mammals,
amphibians, and reptiles are also included, with their identifying tracks,
breeding habits, and racial affinities
fully discussed.
Hardcover 451 pages, this book
should be owned both for reference
and pleasure by every lover of wild
life on the desert. $10.00.
THE WORLD OF WATER
By Erie Stanley Gardner
After exploring the desert, backcountry of Baja California, and crime
with Perry Mason, Erie Stanley Gardner—whose books have outsold those
of any other writer alive today—has
taken to the water. This new book,
written aboard Gardner's houseboat
on the Sacramento River Delta, tells
of his new-found hobby of relaxation
. . . a state he has never been able
to achieve anywhere else.
Threaded with, 1000 miles of
rambling waterways, the delta coun
try is rich with lore, sport fishing,

and life afloat. Gardner has found
his houseboat the water's answer to
campers and trailers—maneuverable,
roomy and comfortably isolated from
traffic problems and noise. For the
past two summers he has moved his
office staff to a fleet of vessels on
the delta where business mixes with
cat fishing, visiting, and relaxing.
Anyone who overworks or has
trouble unwinding will relax just
reading this book and, no doubt, the
way of life it portrays will find a
number of converts among desert
dwellers seeking a new way to escape
summer heat. It's a lazy, restful sort
of book, lacking the electric vitality
we associate with Erie Stanley Gardner's desert and Baja adventures, but
the great Gardner warmth comes
through strong—especially in his description of the croaking catfish that
won liberation for its species forevermore, as far as the Gardner crew is
concerned. This you must read to
believe, but it's true!
Hardcover, packed with exciting
photos, and 160 pages. $5.00.
Books reviewed may be ordered
from the DESERT Magazine Book
Order Department, Palm Desert.
California 92260. Please include
25c for handling. California residents must add 4% sales tax.
Enclose payment with order.
DOGS ON THE FRONTIER
By John E. Baur
Dogs played an astonishing part
in the winning and settling of the
West. They were the only domestic
animals owned by Indians when
Cabeza de Vaca and Coronado arrived, bringing their own. Some
tribes ate dogs, others considered
them poison. Some sacrificed them in
rituals.
Dogs accompanied the Lewis and
Clark expedition, as well as every
wagon train, prairie schooner ,and
gold rusher to travel west of the Mississippi. These pioneer dogs encountered grizzlies, mountain lion, and
jaguars. They accompanied white
men hunting for deer, antelope, javelinas and wild turkeys. They carried
mail, warned of Indian raids, and
herded cattle. And always the courage
and loyalty of this beloved animal
proved its usefulness.
Although the dog was found here

New This Month
"PowerBoating the West Coast of
Mexico" by Spencer Murray & Ralph
Poole.
A cruise guide book of ports, boating
supplies and accommodations along
Mexico's Gulf of California mainland
from the top of the gulf to Puerto
Vallarta.
Map by Norton Allen, mileage & charts,
more than 90 photos. 280 pages.
Only book of its kind ever published.
Of interest to all boat owners. Colorful
dust jacket. $6.75 plus 20c packing and
postage. (California addresses add 27c
sales tax)

desert-southwest book store
P. O. Box 757
Palm Desert, Calif. 92260
CALIFORNIA

GHOST TOWN GUIDE
New guide to over 100 California ghost towns

Unique and authentic guide to over 100
ghost towns in California's deserts and mountains with complete directions on how to
reach them. Shows you the way to littleknown and intrigue-filled towns that provide
hours of interest for those seeking buried
treasures, old guns, western relics, purple
bottles aged by the sun, and antique objects.
Satisfaction guaranteed or money back.

Order Now! Only $1.95
A. L. ABBOTT

Dent. D-18
1513 West Romneja Drive — Anaheim, Calif.

Let DESERT say, "Thank you."

AUTHORS!

If you have completed a book-length manuscript, you may be interested in our special
publishing plan. Under this program, many
lawyers, executives, teachers, scholars and
even housewives have seen their work published, promoted and marketed on a dignified, professional basis. All subjects considered — non-fiction, fiction, poetry, etc.
Send for our free 40-page illustrated brochure today. Ask for Booklet, D.

VANTAGE PRESS, INC.
120 W. 31st St., New York 1, N.Y.
In Calif.: 6253 Hollywood Blvd., L.A.
In Wash., D.C.: 1010 Vermont Ave., N.W.

Order a
FREE
Desert-Southwest Book Catalog
More than 75 Southwestern titles. History, lost mines, Indian lore, adventure,
gunmen, nature subjects, art of the area,
guide books, travel, ghost towns, desert
legends.
For your free Desert-Southwest Book
Catalog, send your name and address to:

Desert-Southwest Book Store
P.O. Box 757 Palm Desert, California

with the Indian, archeologists have
not found its bones among the very
earliest remains. Among those known
to the New World when the Spanish
arrived were 17 varieties; of those,
the Eskimo dog, the Plains dog, the
Siouxan, the long haired Pueblo dog,
the wooly Klamath, the Mexican hairless, and the common dog were of the
Far West.
This is an entertaining book about
a popular subject and it covers it
well. Hardcover, 238 pages. $5.95.
DOWN THE COLORADO
By Robert Brewster Stanton
Edited and with an introduction
by Dwight L. Smith, this is a hairraising factual record of Stanton's
1889 survey of the Colorado River
to determine the engineering feasibility of a railroad along its course.
Hitherto unpublished, the report
traces the party from Green River
Station in Utah to the mouth of the
Colorado River below Yuma, California. As the party passed from the
Green River through Cataract Canyon, Marble Canyon and the Grand
Canyon, its number dwindled from
16 to eight. Three men lost their
lives, the photographer broke his leg,
boats were smashed, supplies lost and
food drastically rationed.
Stanton describes the fear felt by
these men, and their bravery in face
of it, so vividly that you get knots in
your stomach reading about it.
Illustrated with fine photos, this
hardcover, 237-page book sells for
$5.00.

GHOST TOWNS
AND GOLD
tEARN ABOUT THE COLORFUt GHOST
TOWNS OF THE WEST - DIRECTORY CONTAINS INFORMATION ON OVER 340 GHOST
TOWNS FEATURING PICTURES, MAPS, PLUS
INSTRUCTIONS ON PANNING GOtD.
PRICE: $1.00
WRITE TO:
PIERCE PUBLISHING COMPANY
DEPARTMENT R
BOX 5221
ABILENE, TEXAS

FINE NAVAJO RUGS
• Red-Black-Grays
• Two Gray Hills
• Saddle Blankets
• Vegetals
• Crystals

desert-southwest art gallery
(In the Desert Magazine Bldg.)
Highway 111 Palm Desert, Calif.

"GEM CUTTING SHOP HELPS'
Contains All the Best Experience and Ideas
Gleaned From 17 Years of the
LAPIDARY JOURNAL
ThisiSthetdSteSt

Contains
Everything
Any Rockhound
Ever Wanted To
Know . . . A l l In
One Book!
• 240 PAGES
• 10 CHAPTERS
• 160 TITLES ON
EVERY PHASE OF
GEM CUTTING

$395
POSTPAID
IS4.11 IN CALIF.)

This book has been a sensational s e l l e r . . . over 16,500 copies sold in the
first three months after publication. Now in third printing. Contains complete gem cutting instruction for everyone from the beginner to the more
advanced . . . ten chapters on GEM CUTTING INSTRUCTION FOR THE BEGINNER; SAWING- GRINDING; SANDING; POLISHING; DIAMOND TOOLS; DRILLING;
LAPPING- CABOCHOK CUTTING; MAKING NOVELTIES; TREATMENT OF INDIVIDUAL GEMSTONES and GEMOLOGV FOR THE AMATEUR. HUNDREDS OF ILLUSTRATIONS AND DRAWINGS . . . HOW-TO-MAKE YOUR OWN EQUIPMENT.

FREE:

48-PAGE

BOOK

LIST

The LAPIDARY JOURNAL BOOK DEPARTMENT carries
in stock over 170 gem and mineral, fossil, silvercraft
and trail guide books for all ages. Send for our BOOK
LIST... It's FREE!

Why not subscribe now ...
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INCLUDING BIG APRIL ROCKHOUND BUYERS GUIDE

ZIP CODE
921T2

P. O. BOX 2369-D
SAN DIESO. CALIF.

WORLD'S
LARGEST
GEM
CUTTING
MAGAZINE
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AMATEURS

For Those Who Would

EXPLORE
the little known desert wilderness
beyond the far horizons
ON DESERT TRAILS
Today and Yesterday
By Randall Henderson
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prehistoric Trails
Lost Treasure Legends
Indian Tribal Life
The Snake Dancers
Death Valley Tales
Photographer's Paradise
Most comprehensive book yet published
about the Great American Desert and

its people.

356 Pages, 15 Maps, 37 Photos
$5.00
California buyers add 20c tax
Include 25c for postage and handling.

DESERT MAGAZINE
BOOKSHOP
Palm Desert, California
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