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May's Monwment-al Wistake

FOLLOWING THE PUBLICATION of the May issue we felt we had
been hit on the head by The Balanced Rock in Arches National Monu-
ment near Moab, Utah. Many sharp-eved readers informed us the
spectacular two-page color photograph in the center of the May issue
was The Balanced Rock and not Monument Valley as the caption
stated. We realized the mistake as scon as we saw the first copy. We
do have a photograph of Monument Valley and somehow the printers
used the wrong picture. So if you want to see The Balanced Rock be
sure to go to Moab, Utah. We will print the Monument Valley photo-
graph later.
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"GEM CUTTING SHOP HELPS"

Contains All the Best Experience and Ideas
Gleaned From 17 Years of the
This is the fastest

LAPIDARY JOURNAL
seﬂing %m hook
ever published!

HUNDREDS
OF HOW.
. TO-DO-IT
Contains Anrécus
Everything A
Any Rockhound HEI;I'S
Ever Wanted To
Know ... All In
Book! » 4.COLOR
One 2 COVER
exoctly
« 240 PAGES as shown
» 10 CHAPTERS here...
= 1460 TITLES ON $395 HANDY
EVERY PHASE OF POSTPAID 63" 92"
GEM CUTTING [$4.11 IN CALIF.) SIZE

This book has been @ sensational seller , . . over 16,500 copies sold in the
first three months after publication. Now in third printing. Contains com-
plete gem cutting Instruction for everyone from the beginner to the more
advanced . . . fen chaplers on GEM CUTTING INSTRUCTION FOR THE-BEGIN-
NER; SAWING; GRINDING; SANDING; POLISHING; DIAMOND TOOLS; DRILLING;
LAPPING; CABOCHON CUTTING; MAKING NOVELTIES; TREATMENT OF INDI-
YIDUAL GEMSTONES and GEMOLOGY FOR THE AMATEUR. HUNDREDS OF ILLUS-
TRATIONS AND DRAWINGS . .. HOW-TO-MAKE YOUR OWN EQUIPMENT.

FREE: 48-PAGE BOOK LIST
The LAPIDARY JOURNAL BOOK DEPARTMENT carries

in stock over 170 gem and mineral, fossil, silvercraft
and trail guide books for all ages. Send for our BOOK
LIST...I¥'s FREE!

Why not subscribe now ... 5% i icistison

INCLUDING BIG APRIL ROCKHOUND BUYERS GUIDE

e,

WORLD'S
M LARGEST
GEM
CUTTING
MAGAZINE
ZIP CODE P. 0. BOX 2369-D for
92112 san pieco, caur.  AMATEURS
MODERN
MINERAL
PROCESSING
FLOWSHEETS !

Qver 100 flowsheets
—data on oyer 200 important
minerals—mill designs, metallurgical summaries,
A onevolume encyclopedia! Year's most useful
book! Available in two editions: Deluxe edition
$10.00; student's edition $6.60 per copy (plus post-
age). Unconditional money-back guarantee. Book
sent postpaid anywhere in the world, if payment
accompanies order. Mail order to:

Technical PublicationDept. DM

Denver Equipment Co.
1400 - 17th St., Denver, Colorade 80217
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At last! An all-weather,
"~ . completely enclosed lug-
gage compartment for
. your luggage rack, Travel
- ¢ w safety and com-
— fort. Mo more flying,
flapping canvas. Eel -
contained reinforced
straps. Just fasten down
straps to luggage rack
rail and forget about
rain-dust-sieet and snow!
From $39.95. Write for
_ free brochure.

RACK REGENT
GR 33479
11008 W. Pico Bivd.
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OIL, LAND AND POLITICS, The
California Career of Thomas Robert
Bard

By W. H. Hutchinson

This boxed, two-volume book re-
counts the life of one of the giants
of West Coast business and politics.
One January in 1865 a 24.year-old
Civil War railroader arrived in San
Francisco. Fifty years later the Hon-
orable Thomas R. Bard, former U.S.
senator from California, was buried in
the luxurious garden of his home. Be-
tween those times, the ripples he set
in motion are still compounding. Im-
portant and colorful California names
of this era are brought into the nar-
rative—Hearst, Pioche, Pringle, Ca-
brillo, to name a few—and vivid
character portraits are painted in de-
tail. This book was an ambitious
undertaking and the subjects—land,
oil and politics—as they applied to the
life of Tom Bard leave little of Cali-
fornia’s history untouched. Two vol-
umes, boxed, 368 and 392 pages, il-
lustrated, maps, bibliography. $11.95.

PLANTS IN HIS PACK
By Janice ]J. Beaty

This is a “first book” by one of
DESERT’s popular young writers.
It's the story of Edward Palmer, a
long-forgotten scientific collector who
dedicated his life to gathering plants,
animals, birds and Indian artifacts
from Western frontiers and Mexico.
He was the first scientist to explore
remote Guadalupe Island off Baja
California and dig into the ancient
Indian ruins of Utah and Arizona.

In spite of a brilliant career, Pal-
mer was posthumously known as
little more than a “nice old man who
puttered around the Smithsonian”
until a botanist for the Department
of Agriculture came across a plant in
the National Herbarium collected by
Palmer. In order to acquire more in-
formation, he chased down a com-
plete set of Palmer's notes. This in-
terested him, but what of the man
himself? That required a lot of de-
tective work, but the results finally
found their way into this book.

Hardcover, 182 pages, it is illus-
trated with fine drawings by Joan
Berg. Recommended for young
adults. $3.75.
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OLD MINES OF SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA

Reprinted from a report of the
State Mineralogist of 1893, this in-
teresting paperback is limited to
1000 copies. Areas covered are all
desert-mountain-coastal areas includ-
ing the Calicos, San Gabriels, Salton
Sea area, Colorado River district and
southern counties. Fault systems of
important lodes and geological maps
and studies are presented from a time
when things were popping in these
areas in the mining industry. Any-
one scouting Southern California for
old mines, camps, bottles or any other
reason will find data published in
this reprint that may not be found
elsewhere. Used with imagination,
this book can provide both fun and
information. DESERT has reserved
about half of the 1000 of this limited
edition for its readers and we recom-
mend it. $2.50.

-

Books reviewed may be ordered
from the DESERT Magazine Book
Order Department, Palm Desert,
Cdlifornia 92260. Please include
25¢c for handling. California resi-
dents must add 4% sales tax.
Enclose payment with order.

THE WESTERN HERO
By Kent Ladd Steckmesser

In analyzing the processes by which
heroes are created, this author dug
up old newspaper accounts and re-
liable records about the escapades of
Wild Bill Hickok, Kit Carson, Bill
Cody, Billy the Kid and other villains
and heroes of the West and further
analyzed the report in order to get
a true story. Then he put the rumors
and publicity all back together again
so today’s reader could share in the
fun of seeing legends in the making.
The system really works and by ap-
plying it to today's colorful person-
alities you can predict pretty well
those who will shine tomorrow.

In concluding his study of what
makes the American hero, Steckmes-
ser finds that courage, self-reliance
and physical prowess rate high and
much of the heroes’ appeal seems to
be connected with a sentimental nos-
talgia for the freedom of a vanished
frontier. “The gigantic figure of the
legendary hero standing in bold re-






