Desert Magazine Book Shop
THE SEA OF CORTEZ by Sunset Staff. Explores
the Gulf of California, Baja California, and
Mexico's Mainland Coast. Fine illustrations.
Advance price $9.95 until Dec. 31st, thereafter
$1 1.75.

To Insure a Real

HILTON PAINTS THE DESERT by John Hilton.
Collection of 12, 16x19 inch Hilton prints adequate for framing, or bound in plastic cover
tied with leather thongs for viewing. Interesting
text explains Hilton's painting technique. State
whether bound or unbound. $65.

ART TREASURES IN THE WEST by Sunset Staff.
Descriptions and discussions of paintings, sculptures and artists displayed in Western museums
and public places. Hardcover $11.75.
THE COLORFUL BUTTERFIELD OVERLAND STAGE
by Richard Pourade and Marjorie Reed. With 20
stage coach paintings by Miss Reed, the text
concentrates on the Fort Yuma to San Francisco
run of the tough Butterfield route. Album Format, heavy art paper, $6.75.
IT ALL HAPPENED IN TOMBSTONE by John
Clum. Eye-witness account of famous gun battle
between Earps, Doc Holtiday and the Clantons
and McLaurys by publisher of Tombstone
Epitaph. Margin notes by John Gilchriese.
Hardcover, 45 pages, $4.00.

Order these books by mail
today from DESERT Magazine. : |
n
Send for FREE Catalog of our '%
Recommended Books

DESERT GEM TRAILS by Mary Frances Strong.
Field guide to gems and minerals of the Mohave and Colorado deserts and adjacent areas.
Paperback, $2.00
GOLD IN THE SUN by Richard Pourade. Fifth in
series of historical books about Southern California. Covers Salton Sea, reclamation of Imperial Valley and gem mining in San Diego and
Riverside counties. Large format, beautiful color
illustrations. $9.50.
THE SILVER DONS by Richard Pourade recounts
the wresting of the Franciscan Missionary land
by Spanish Dons and then lost to them by
American pioneers. Covers Mormon Battlion and
filibusters and war in Baja California. Beautifully illustrated. $9.50.
THE GLORY YEARS by Richard Pourade covers
the early boom period of Southern California
when San Diego's population exploded, then
collapsed overnight. Beautifully illustrated. Part
of above series. $9.50.
BOOT HILL by Lambert Florin. Sixth in his series
of Western ghost town books. Dramatic photos
with epitaphs and true tales out of the tragic,
comic and scandalous West. Large format.
$12.95.
GHOST TOWNS AND MINING CAMPS OF CALIFORNIA by Remi Nadeau. The only good, hardcover book on the California ghost towns. We
recommend it highly. $5.95.
OLD FORTS OF THE FAR WEST by Herbert Hart.
Maps are included with remarkably lively and
accurate accounts of Western forts back to Civil
War times. This volume covers the Southwest.
Large format, good photos. $12.95.
HUNTING LOST MINES BY HELICOPTER by Erie
Stanley Gardner. As fascinating as one of his
Perry Mason mysteries, the author takes you
into Arizona's Superstition Mountains looking
for the Lost Dutchman mine and into the Trigo
Mountains in search of Nummel's lost bonanza.
Hardcover, color photos. $7.50.
JEEP TRAILS TO COLORADO GHOST TOWNS by
Robert L. Brown. An illustrated, detailed, informal history of life in the mining camps deep in
Colorado Rockies. Fifty-eight towns are included
the almost inaccessible mountain fastness of the
as examples of the vigorous struggle for existence in the mining camps of the West. 239
pages, illustrated, end sheet map. Hardcover.
$5.50.
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ROCK PAINTINGS OF THE CHUMASH by Campbell Grant. The only definitive work relative to
Indian pictographs in the Santa Barbara region.
Beautifully illustrated in color and interesting,
informative text. 163 pages, hardcover. $10.

HERE IS NEVADA by Effie Mack and Byrd Sawyer. A complete picture of every facet of Nevada
in textbook manner. $12.50.
MANY MEXICOS by Lesley Byrd Simpson. Entire
ly revised. Among the best books on Mexican
history, customs, travel, art, etc. $7.50.
DESERT PLANTS AND PEOPLE by Sam Hicks. Tells
how primitive desert dwellers find sustenance,
shelter, beverages and healing medicines in
nature. Hardcover. $5.95.

LOST DESERT BONANZAS by Eugene Conrotto.
Brief resumes of lost mine articles printed in
back issues of DESERT Magazine, by a former
editor. Hardcover, 278 pages. $6.75.
ERNIE PYLE'S SOUTHWEST. A collection of
Ernie's timeless word pictures describing his
wanders through the Southwest. Hardcover.
$5.00.
RARE MAP REPRODUCTIONS from the year 1886.
Series I includes three maps, Arizona, California
and Nevada. Series II includes New Mexico,
Utah and Colorado. Reproduced on fine paper.
They show old towns, mines, springs and trails
now extinct. Each set of three, $3.75. Be sure to
state series number with order.
BOTTLE COLLECTOR'S BOOK by Pat and Bob
Ferraro. Gives history, descriptions and price
lists. Profusely illustrated, 107-pages. Paperback, $3.00.
EARLY USES OF CALIFORNIA PLANTS by Edward
K. Balls. Tells how native Indians used plants
for subsistence. Checklist contains both popular
and scientific names. $1.75.
PIMAS, DEAD PADRES AND GOLD by Paul V.
Lease. The author provides fodder to the idea
that the Black Robes hid amazing amounts of
treasure in Pimeria, which is now Arizona.
Paperback. $3.

ON DESERT TRAILS by Randall Henderson, founder and publisher of Desert Magazine for 23
years. One of the first good writers to reveal
the beauty of the mysterious desert areas. Hen- COOKING AND CAMPING ON THE DESERT by
derson's experiences, combined with his com- Choral Pepper. Also useful in your own back
ments on the desert of yesterday and today,
yard. Contains chapter by Jack Pepper on drivmake this a MUST for those who really want
ing and surviving in back country. Recipes are
ot understand the desert. 375 pages, illustrated.
named for ghost towns and lost mines and sugHardcover. $5.00.
gest places to go and things to do. Hardcover,
$3.95.
STANDING UP COUNTRY by C. Gregory Crampton. Best book ever written about Utah-Arizona
SONORA SKETCHBOOK by John Hilton. Revised
canyon country. Superb color. $15.
edition. Artist Hilton writes of his years of resident in Alamos, the ancient silver capital of SonJ. ROSS BROWN: Confidential Agent in Old
ora, Mexico. Interesting, colorfully written,
California. Satirical observations and rare adHardcover, $5.95.
ventures of this 19th-century writer produce
lively fodder for history buffs. Hardcover, 218
THE ANCIENT PAST OF MEXICO by Alma Reed.
pages. $5.95.
Art and architecture of pre-Conquest civilizations
with up-to-date archeological information. WellREMNANTS OF THE OLD WEST by Harriett
illustrated and written with easy-to-read style.
Farnsworth. The old West's last living characters
$7.50.
were interviewed by this author and the book
is filled with never-before published tidbits that
VISITING AMERICAN CAVES by Howard Sloan
deserve recording. An attractive book that makes
and Russell Gurnee. A travel book of caves
a surprisingly inexpensive and worthwhile gift.
throughout the U.S. with information about
Hardcover. $2.95.
history, seasons open, facilities for accommoc'ation etc. $4.95.
DESERT ANIMALS IN JOSHUA TREE NATIONAL
MONUMENT by Miller and Stebbins. Excellent
HOW TO RETIRE IN MEXICO on $2.47 a Day by
book and first of its kind with thorough text
Eugene Woods. Presents an enticing pre-retireand good illustrations. Color plates. $10.
ment plan that's workable. Also, good travel information. Paperback, 95c.
NAVAHO NEIGHBORS by Franc Johnson Newcomb. One of the better books about Navaho
BAJA CALIFORNIA OVERLAND by L. Burr Belden.
Indians by an author who lived intimately with
Practical guide to Lower California as far as La
them for over 30 years. $5.95.
Paz by auto with material gleaned from extenTREASURY OF FRONTIER RELICS by Les Beitz. A
sion study trip sponsored by Univ. of Calif. Incollectors guide to western frontier relics with
cludes things to see and accommodations. Paperdescriptions, uses and prices. Hardcover. $6.95.
back. $1.95.

Calendar of Events

Christmas celebrations are being held in all communities throughout
the West. Since they are too numerous to list, check the local chamber
of commerce in the area you plan to visit for times and places.
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Color Photograps for Desert

Number 12

Starting with January we are adding more color photographs to
DESERT Magazine. We like to use material from our readers. Color
transparencies must be either 2Vi X 2Vi or 4 X 5 vertical. We
pay $35.00 for each transparency used. Please enclose- stamped
return envelope. Send to Photo Editor, Desert Magazine, Palm
Desert, California 92260.
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"Journeys with
Saint Francis of Assisi"
"Brooms of Mexico"
Illustrated in delightful 4-color by artist Ted
De Grazia, whose Hallmark Christmas cards
are world famous, and written by Alvin
Gordon, those two books will make perfect
Christmas gifts.
"Journeys with Saint Francis of Assisi ' describes in free verse the need for the continuing faith in Our Little Brother of Assisi in
today's harassed world. Heavy art paper,
6x10 inches, hard cover, 4-color jacket.
$6.75 (plus 27 cents tax for California
addresses].
"Brooms of Mexico'' is a free-verse ballad
about the "little people' 1 of Mexico. Author
of several books on Mexico, Gordon is noted
for his unique depictions of Indian and Mexican "pobrecitos." Heavy art paper,
6^x9%,
hard cover, 4-color jacket. $6.75 (plus 27
cents for California addresses).

AUTOGRAPH PARTY
Artist Ted De Grazia will be in the
Desert-Southwest Art Gallery, Highway 111, Palm Desert, Calif, on
Saturday, December 3, from 2 p.m.
to 5 p.m. to autograph his books.
Don't miss the chance to meet this
famous artist.
Send orders for the above listed books to:

Best-West Publications
P. O. BOX 757
Palm Desert, California 92260

Send for FREE Catalog of our
Recommended Books

Magazine Bookshop

J\/ewBooksforDesertReaders
TERRIBLE TRAIL: the Meek
Cutoff, 1845
By Keith Clark and Lowell Tiller
This book was written with several
goals in mind—to wipe away some of the
mystery and misinformation associated
with the historic Meek Cutoff, to narrate
the passage of the emigrant train whose
tragic experience rivaled that of California's Donner Party, and to lay the
ground work for a solution to the Blue
Bucket lost gold.
In 1845 emigrant parties reached old
Fort Boise on the Snake River, but ahead
of them still lay tortuous miles through
the Blue Mountains and down the Columbia to The Dalles. A shortcut to avoid
some of this seemed to have been discovered by Stephen H. L. Meek, who
persuaded 200 families to follow him
through the trackless desert country of
central Oregon.
Somewhere along this route to the
Willamette Valley, a group of these people stumbled onto gold, only to lose
sight of it again. For over 100 years
searchers have traced and retraced the
trail, but the source of the gold has never
been located. This book throws a new
light on it's possible recovery.
With maps and illustrations, this 244page, hardcover book is $4.00.

PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA 92260

An entirely
new concept
in Books
for Birds
Pocket-Sized Alphabetical Check-List of
Over 300 Birds of the Southwest
• A quick and easy timesaver • Where to
locate the birds you re looking for.
7 terrific short scenic trips where over 9 0 %
of the various species of birds in southern
Arizona are to be found.
FOR YOUR COPY

Mail $1.00 to
Southern Arizona
Bird Life Publishers
P.O. BOX 5355 — TUCSON, ARIZONA

4 /

Desert Magazine / December, 1966

MINES OF THE EASTERN SIERRA
By Mary DeDecker
Mono County, California, established
in 1861 with its county seat, Aurora,
mistakenly located in Nevada, was first
to contribute color to mining history
along the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada, followed in 1866 by Inyo County.
In this well-written paperback, the author traces the frenetic rush of mining
activity from the day '49ers drifted back
to the crest of the sierras to see what
they'd passed over in their initial scramble, up to the present day. Included are
clear directions to century-old mines with
photos, sketches and maps, as well as
recounts of the famous Lost Gunsight
and the Lost Cement Mines which still
lure prospectors. With 72 pages, the
books costs $1.95.

Books reviewed may be ordered
from the DESERT Magazine Book
Order Department, Palm Desert,
California 92260. Please include
25c for handling. California residents must add 4 % sales tax.
Enclose payment with order.

ART TREASURES IN THE WEST
By William Davenport and the editors
of Sunset
This very superior book could be interpreted as a guided tour through art
museums of the West, although it is far
more than that. Even Italian immigrant
Rodia's fantastic Watts towers, assembled
with seashells, mosaic, fragments of glass,
iron, wire and concrete is featured, with
directions for finding it in Los Angeles.
Permanent exhibits in private colleges,
such as Mills in Oakland, as well as private and publicly sponsored galleries are
noted with full color reproductions of
some of their treasures. The collections
feature American and European artists
of all schools and regional artists as far
north as British Columbia, east to Phoenix, and west to Hawaii. In addition to
commentaries about individual sculptures
and paintings, there is a special supplement with a guide to museums, glossary
of art terms, capsule art history, biography of artists, etc. Hardcover, large format, 320 pages. $11.75.

KERN RIVER VALLEY
CENTENNIAL VIGNETTES
By Ardis M. Walker
From 1866 to 1966, this valley has
seen a lot of life. Places like Whiskey
Flat, Big Blue Mill, Bull Run Creek, La
Mismo Gulch and Harley Mine gave
berth to bandits like Vasquez, cattle
kings like Bill Landers, merchants like
Andrew Brown, Chinese miners, good
and bad Indians, and good and bad
whites. In his vignettes, the author gives
an historic panorama rich with human
drama which extends up to the day Lake
Isabella's waters and the present population explosion determined a new twist
to Kern Valleys' destiny. Paperback, 69
pages, $1.95.

PICK FOR '66 FROM THE OtS I IN FULL COLOR

WESTERN CHRISTMAS CARDS

Greetings from our outfit to yours With Best Wishes for Christmas and the
New Y e a r - b y Arthur FitzSimmons

iketree Shadows - May happiness
be yours at Christmas and in the New
I Ye,n by John W. Hilton

est Benediction - May the Peace and
I Joy of Christmas be with you a l l the
I Y e a r - b y Allan Husberg

/ i n ' Home - Merry Christmas and
I Happy New Y e a r - B y Brummett EchoI Hawk. Pawnee

'...born this day, a S a v i o r . . . " - M a y
he Peace and Joy of Christmas be with
I you all the Y e a r - b y Thomas L. Lewis

I days, old times, old friends" ristmas Greetings and Best Wishes
I for the Year - by Clayton Nicies

Roadrunmng S a n t a - M e r r y Christmas
and Happy New Y e a r - b y Charles Lee.
I Navajo

l " T h e light has c o m e . . . " - M a y the
|Peace and Happiness of Christmas be
vith you all the Y e a r - b y Moreton

Rid in' in to a Warm Welcome - Inside is
a descriptive 20 line verse by S. Omar
Barker, plus greeting —by John Hampton

" . . . l a i r and open face of H e a v e n . . " May happiness beyoursatChristmas and
in the New Y e a r - b y Wayne Lowdermilk

Christmas Eve in the West-Peace and
Good Will at Christmas and through all
I the New Y e a r - b y Joe Stahley

Friendship at C h r i s t m a s - A friendly
wish for a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Y e a r - b y Charles Lee. Navajo

Thinkin' of you - With friendly greetings
of the Season and Happiness throughout
the New Y e a r - b y Charles Paris

Making C h r i s t m a s C a l l s - M a y the
meaning of Christmas be deeper, friendships stronger, etc. - by Joe Stahley
'

May the Great Spirit watch over you,
e t c . - M e r r y Christmas and Happy New
Year-hy Brummett EchoHawk. Pawnee

I A Christmas Prayer on the T r a i l - M a y
I the Peace and Joy of Christmas be with
I you all the Y e a r - b y Melvin Warren

Silent N i g h t - M a y the Peace and Happi
I ness of the Christmas Season abide with
I you all the Y e a r - b y Art FitzSimmons

^ ^ ^ ^ Sleighbells in the S k y - M e r r y Christ
I
I mas and Happy New Year - by Bernard
I
I P. Thomas

B E S T Q U A L I T Y A R T : These are the western Christmas cards you've been looking for! All
new designs since last year. Heavy, textured enamel paper folds to make a rich card, approx 5 x 7 .
Deluxe white envelopes - e x t r a s included. We can print your name, or brand, or BOTH in red to match
greeting. Cards sent safely in our exclusive 'Strong Box" carton. Our time-tested ways and experienced
staff offer 24 hour shipping t i l Christmas. Our catalog of western stationery, notes, prints, FREE with
every order. It's fun to buy from the Leanin' Tree!
H O W T O O R D E R : Fill in quantity of each card you want in box below illustration. Cards may
be assorted at no extra cost. Order all of one kind or as many of each as desired. Circle total quantity
and cost on price list. Canada residents please remit in U.S. dollar value. Colorado residents add 3 %
sales tax. You may order by letter or f i l l out coupon and mail this entire page with cash, check or money
order to The Leanin' Tree. Thank you kindly.

I Candles on the Desert A l t a r - M a y the
I Peace and Joy of Christmas be with you
I the Y e a r - b y John Hilton

Visiting H o u r s - B e s t Wishes at Christmas and Happy New Year from our out| f i t to y o u r s ! - b y Jack N. Swanson

WHY NOT HAVE YOUR BRAND IMPRINTED?

Add the personal touch for 1966. Let us print your own ranch brand on your cards at our low. low price 1
We will then send you FREE the zinc engraving of your brand, individually mounted on wood for handy,
everyday use Usual cost of this mounted plate is $4,00. but it's yours FREE with your order.

BEAUTIFUL COLOR AT SAME LOW PRICES
TOTAL QUANTITY
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$2.95

4.95
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44.25 71.45

WITH NAME AND BRAND

$3.95

5.95 9.95
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NAMES TO BE PRINTED
ON CHRISTMAS CARDS:
(DRAW BRAND IN MARGIN)

21

"* LEANIN' J TREE RANCH

SEND CARDS TO;
Rte., St., or Box No..

Box 15OO • Boulder • Colorado • 80302

City

.State-

_ZIP_

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE AND POSTAGE FREE FROM THE LEANIN' TREE...OUR 17th YEAR

