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JEEP TRAILS TO COLORADO GHOST TOWNS by
Robert L. Brown. An illustrated, detailed, informal history of life in the mining camps deep in
Colorado Rockies. Fifty-eight towns are included
the almost inaccessible mountain fastness of the
as examples of the vigorous struggle for existence in the mining camps of the West. 239
pages, illustrated, end sheet map. Hardcover.
$5.50.

100 ROADSIDE FLOWERS by Natt N. Dodge. A
companion book to his 100 DESERT WILDFLOWERS, this book lists 100 flowers growing in the
4,500 to 7,000 foot levels. Like the companion
book, every flower is illustrated in 4-color
photographs. Excellent to carry in car during
weekend trips for family fun. Paperback, 64
pages, $1.50.
30,000 MILES IN MEXICO by Nell Murbarger.
Joyous adventures of a trip by pick-up camper
made by two women from Tijuana to Guatemala. Folksy and entertaining, as well as instructive to others who might make the trip.
Hardcover, 309 pages, $6.00.
THE CAHUILLA INDIANS by Harry James. A comparatively small and little known tribe, the
Cahuilla Indians played an important part in
the early settlement of Southern California.
Today the Cahuilla Indians are active in social
and civic affairs in Riverside County and own
valuable property in and around Palm Springs.
Long out of print, this revised edition is the
only authentic and complete history of these
native Americans. Hardcover, illustrated, 1 85
pages, $7.50.
HISTORY OF THE SIERRA NEVADA by Francis P.
Farquharn. A lively history of the Spaniards,
Argonauts, pioneers, military troops and railroad builders who conquered the rugged Sierra
Nevada Mountains which formed an early-day
400-mile-long barrier along the California and
Nevada border. Paperback, illustrated, 262
pages, $2.65.
BAJA CALIFORNIA by Joseph Wood Krutch,
Photographs by Eliot Porter. Baja California is
the stage selected by the author and photographer to present their moving and graphic
appeal to keep certain areas of the world in
their natural state so man can continue to have
the time and place to find peace in a silent
world. Heavy paperback, 73 four-color photographs, 160 pages, $3.95.
ANZA-BORREGO DESERT GUIDE by Horace Parker. Third edition of this well-illustrated and
documented book is enlarged considerably. Tops
among guidebooks, it is equally recommended
for research material in an area that was crossed
by Anza, Kit Carson, the Mormon Battalion,
'49ers, Railroad Survey parties, Pegleg Smith, the
Jackass Mail, Butterfield Stage, and today's
adventurous tourists. 139 pages, cardboard
cover, $3.50.
MINES OF DEATH VALLEY by L. Burr Belden.
About fabulous bonanzas, prospectors and lost
mines. Paperback. $1.95.

DEATH VALLEY BOOKS
Published by the Death Valley '49ers these
five volumes have been selected by '49ers
as outstanding works on the history of Death
Valley. All are durable paperback on slick
stock.
A NATURALIST'S DEATH VALLEY (Revised edition) by Edmund C. Jaeger, ScD
$1.50
MANLY AND DEATH VALLEY. Symbols of Destiny, by Ardis Manly Walker
$1.25
GOODBYE, DEATH VALLEY! The story of the
Jayhawker Party, by L. Burr Belden
$1.50
CAMELS AND SURVEYORS IN DEATH VALLEY
By Arthur Woodward
$2.00
DEATH VALLEY TALES by 10 different authors
..
$1.25

CALIFORNIA, A Guide to the Golden State.
Edited by Harry Hansen and newly revised, it
contains an encyclopedia of facts from early
days up to the Space Age. Mile by mile descriptions to camping spots and commercial accommodations. Maps. Hardcover, $8.95.
The Intimate Poser!

THE INTIMATE DESERT
By WALTER C. O'KANE
From the very beginning to the final
chapter, the author takes you with him
as he gives an intimate insight into the
lives of the plants and animals of the
"hidden" deserts of the West. His prose
brings the deserts' kingdom to life. Hardcover, excellent artist illustrations, 143
pages, $2.95.

$2.95
EXPLORING CALIFORNIA BYWAYS — DESERT
COUNTRY by Russ Leadabrand. The author takes
you on 1 1 trips through the desert country of
California, including both passenger car and
four-wheel-drive excursions. An excellent and
authoratative writer, he also brings in historical
background. This is Volume Three. Volume One
covers the Kings Canyon to the Mexican Border
and Volume Two, trips around Los Angeles. All
are paperback, well illustrated with photos and
detailed maps. Each book is $1.95. WHEN ORDERING BE CERTAIN TO STATE VOLUME NUMBER: ONE, TWO or THREE.
SUN, SAND AND SOLITUDE by Randall Henderson. For more than 50 years Randall Henderson
has traveled across the deserts of the West until
today he is known as the voice and prophet of
this region of mystery, solitude and beauty.
Founder of Desert Magazine in 1931, he has devoted his life to understanding the great outdoors. His second and latest book is a culmination of his experiences, thoughts and philosophy. Hardcover, deluxe format, deckle-edged
paper, 16 pages full color, excellent illustrations,
$7.95.
LOWER CALIFORNIA GUIDE BOOK by Gerhard
and Gulick. The authors have revised the third
edition to bring it up to date. Veteran travelers
in Baja California would not venture south of
the border without this authoritative volume. It
combines the fascinating history of every location, whether it be a town, mission or abandoned ranch, with detailed mileage maps and
locations of gasoline supplies, water and other
needed information on Baja. 243 pages with
three-color folded map, 1 6 detailed route maps,
4 city maps, 22 illustrations. Hardcover $6.50.
MAMMALS OF DEEP CANYON by R. Mark Ryan.
A study of the habits of more than 40 animals
living in the Deep Canyon Research Area in the
Colorado Desert. The site was selected because
its ecology is typical of deserts throughout the
world. Paperback, illustrated, 137 pages, $2.95.

BODIE: GHOST TOWN 1968 by Thomas W.
Moore. This book could very well be titled
Ghost Town, U.S.A. for the author-photographer
has captured the moods of the past and present
of Bodie, typical of the hundreds of the once
boisterous mining camps of the West. His imaginative text and outstanding four-color and
black and white photographs make this an important volume in Western Americana collections.
Large 9 x 1 2 format, full-page photographs on
quality paper, hardcover, $8.50.
GUIDE FOR INSULATOR COLLECTORS by John
C. Tibbitts. This is the third and final book on
insulators by veteran bottle collector John Tibbitts. This third book has a revised price list
and index to insulators described in the previous two volumes. However, each volume describes insulators not shown in the other books,
so for a complete roundup of all insulators, all
three volumes are needed. Books are paperback, averaging 120 pages, illustrated with
artists drawings, $3.00 EACH. WHEN ORDERING BE SURE TO STATE VOLUME NUMBER: ONE,
TWO or THREE.
TRAVEL GUIDE TO ARIZONA by the Editors of
Sunset Books, Completely revised new edition
includes maps, photographs and descriptive
material for the traveler throughout Arizona.
Large format, four-color cover, heavy paperback, 96 pages, $1.95.
DEATH VALLEY U.S.A. by Kenneth Alexander.
An excellent photographer, the author presents
the moods and history of Death Valley through
his pictures and descriptive text. One of the
best quality books published on Death Valley.
Beautiful gift. Large 9 x 11 format, quality
paper, profusely illustrated, hardcover, $8.50.
METAL DETECTOR HANDBOOK by Art Lassagne,
2nd edition. Includes history, operating techniques, interpretation of signals, and Directory
of Manufacturers. One of the most complete
handbooks of its kind. Paperback, 65 pages.
$3.00.

WHEN ORDERING BOOKS
PLEASE
Add 50 cents PER ORDER
(Not Each Book)
for handling and mailing
CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ALSO
ADD 5 PERCENT SALES TAX
Send check or money order to Desert Magazine Book Shop, Palm Desert, California
92260. Sorry, but we cannot accept charges
or C.O.D. orders.
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TREASURE LOCATOR!

"COMMANDER" 720
This Go I da k T r e a s u r e
Locator is unsurpassed for
locating buried treasure,
coins. Civil War relics and
for beachcombing. Features
"Tell-Tone" Signal. Locates
any metal object under dirt,
sand, mud, rock, etc. No
cumbersome cords-cornpletely transistorized, battery powered.

When it comes to finding your pot of gold, go
with the leader—go with
Goldak!
EFFECTIVE DEPTH RANGE
(Under Normal Conditions)

Start out right-send $1.00 prepaid for authentic gold-plated
replica of a Spanish doubloon
found off Cape Kennedy.

GOLDAK COMPANY, INC.
1101-A Air Way
Glendale, California 91201
O

Please send free literature on GOLDAK treasure locators.
L i I enclose $1.00 prepaid for my gold-plated
doubloon replica with pouch.
Name
Address City
State —

A Peek
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ix MONTHS ago few people had

heard of the word "ecology." Today it ranks with Vietnam in political
and social importance and seems to be
the one subject about which there is
not a generation gap. Simply defined,
ecology means "the study of human
population in terms of physical environment and cultural characteristics."

The provocative article by Al Pearce
on Page 16 is about the ecology of our
desert areas. A long-time contributor
to DESERT Magazine, Al Pearce has
been "covering" the back country of the West for 15 years, both as outdoor editor
of the Upland (Calif.) Daily Report and as a free-lance writer. He is a member of
the Outdoor Writers Association of America.
Al is also executive director of the recently formed Academy of Man, a nonprofit organization to "assist Nature in her effort to live with man and to promote
understanding and knowledge to make it possible for man to live with Nature."
DESERT Magazine, like the author, does not completely endorse the Bureau
of Land Management report. We, too, are against regimentation and blanket restrictions. But, as the author points out, unless there are some controls established we are
inviting chaos and possible destruction of many of our natural heritages. This is
your DESERT Magazine — and your desert — and we solicit your comments and
ideas on how we can work together to bring order out of chaos.

Speaking of balance we strive to bring our readers a balanced magazine, with
something of interest for all and not overly burdened with advertising. This policy
requires the fullest support for the advertisers that do appear on our pages. In this
respect, with so many of you saving and preserving your books, you are reluctant to
cut out the coupons in ads such as the Coot Industries display on our back cover. In
corresponding with advertisers of this type please be sure to copy any key numbers
or directly mention DESERT. In this manner the advertiser can tell if a certain publication "draws" sufficiently to warrant continued advertising. If and when the
advertising volume increases we will bring you a bigger book and more color.

It had to happen. Computerization has finally entered into the recreation field.
The tremendous popularity of "getting away to it all" has placed such a demand on
state-operated parks that a computer has been implemented to accommodate the vast
numbers of reservations. Under the system, campsites at state parks may be reserved
through December 22, 1970 at a Computicket outlet, or through the Department of
Parks and Recreation, P.O. Box 2390, Sacramento 95811. The parks themselves no
longer accept reservation requests. This will end forever the unforgettable experience
of driving for hours, with the children getting more anxious by the minute and arriving at the campgrounds to be greeted with the "No Vacancy" sign. Just about this
time the little woman gives a look that defies description. So-o-o, perhaps progress
does have some advantages and technology has come to the assistance of the allknowing head of the house who assures one and all: "Don't worry, we won't need
to make reservations this time of the year!"

Rambling
Hocks
by Glenn and Martha Vargas

of the world are known
for their gem deposits. Although
most of these gems also are in nondesert regions as well, a few of them are
to be found almost exclusively in desert
areas. Probably the most important truly
desert gem is turquoise. It is found in a
number of locations in our own southwest
deserts. There also is an important foreign deposit in Persia.

T

HE DESERTS

Chemically, turquoise is a copper aluminum phosphate. The phosphates are a
group of minerals that produce a number
of gems. Variscite, closely resembling
turquoise, is another gem material found
almost exclusively in desert regions, and
also is a phosphate. Turquoise has a
hardness of from 5 to 6 on Moh's scale
of hardness, and thus is slightly softer
than glass. The finest material will always exhibit this hardness, but as most
turquoise is somewhat porous, that with
extreme porosity will appear to be much
softer. Actually, turquoise is also quite
tough and is all about the same hardness,
but the porous material has lost some of
its toughness, and just appears softer.
The color of the best material is a
clean blue, often referred to as "robin's
egg blue." The color grades away from
this into an undesirable green, and finally
to an almost chalk-white. The finest of all
is called spider-web from the network of
fine black lines throughout the material.
If the stone is a nice deep blue with these
black lines, the contrast is very striking,
and it is very valuable.
For many years it was thought that
this mineral never produced visible crystals. This idea was shattered a few years

