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(EDITORIAL)

NE IS A GRIM desolate wasteland. It is the home of
venomous reptiles and stinging insects, of vicious

thorn-covered plants and trees, and of unbearable.

heat. This is the desert seen by the stranger, speeding along,
the hlghway, impatient to be out of “this damnable coun-
try.” It is the desert visualized by those children of luxury
to whom any environment is unbearable which does'not
proyide all of the comforts and services of a pampering
civilization. It is a concept fostered by fiction writers who
dramatize the tragedies of the desert for the profit it will
bring them.

But the stranger and the uninitiated see only the mask.
The other Desert—the real Desert—is not for the eyes of -
the superficial observer, or the fearful soul or the cynic.
It is a land, the character of which is hidden except to t %'1
who come with friendliness and understanding. To these
the Desert offers rare gifts: health-giving sunshine—a' sky
that is studded with diamonds—a breeze that bears no
poison—a landscape of pastel colors such as no artist can
duplicate—thorn-covered plants which during coutitless
ages have clung tenaciously to life thruugh heat /' and
drought and wind and the depredations of thirsty animals:
and yet each season send forth blossoms of exquisite dolor: |
ing as a symbol of courage that has triumped over tetnfv-
ing obstacles.

To those who come to the Desert with friendliness, ll‘.'

gives friendship; to those who come with courage, it gives {

new strength of character, Those seeking relaxation find"
release from the world of man-made troubles.
qeekmg beauty, the Desert offers nature’s rarest arhp

This is the Desert that men and women learn to lme. ".'J:_.

.oneis grim, desolate . . .
1837

November,

For those |

! _.f_.;bne is fascinating, mysterious . . .
o
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EARLY every creed, and industry and locality has

its journal—exce t the Desert. Here, within the boun-

daries vof Arizona l(:ahforma, Nevada, New Mexico
and Utah resides a gre family of human beings—the
highest type of Amerlcm-tltlzenshlp—wlth a common heri-
tage of environment and interest and opportunity, yet
residing for the most part in regions that are remote from
the so-called cultural centers.

This is the last great fréntier of the United States. It will
be the purpose of the Desert Magazine to entertain and
serve the people whom dekire or circumstance have brought
to this Desert frontier: Bit also, the magazine will carry as
accurately as possiblé inword and picture, the spirit of the
real Desert to thosé b(}uY}t]eqq men and women who have
been intrigued by thé chm‘.rm of the desert, but whose homes
are elsewhete. {

i .;‘J " ¥

This is té be a frieng personal magazine. written for
the people bf the Deéértliand their friends—and insofar as
possible, by Desert péoplé. Preference will be given to these
writers and artislg—-*y , and poets—whose inspiration
comes from closé associlition with the scented greasewood,
the shifting sand dunes,fthe coloring of Desert landqcape-.,
from precipitous can}b and gorgeous sunsets.

The Desert hds its oWn traditions—art—literature—in-
dustry and commerce, | It will be the purpose of the Desert
Magazine to crystalllzé and preserve these phases of Desert
life as a culture, dnlmcﬂve of arid but virile America. We
would givé character! hd personality to the pursuits of
Desert peop]eHreaté keener consciousness of the heri-
tage which is theirs&—bfing them a little closer together in
a bond of pride in thelﬂ Desert homes. and perhaps break
down in some meaﬂuré the prejudice against the Desert
which is born of misu éerslanding and fear.

It is an idealistic goali to be sure, but without vision the
Desert would still be a forbidding wasteland—uninhabited
and shunned. The staffiof the Desert Magazine has under-
taken its task with the same unbounded “confidence which
has brought a million "people to a land which once was
regarded ds unfit for, Himan habitation.

We want to give lp e folks who live on the Desert—
and to those who are ihterested in the Desert—something
that will make their lives a little happier and a little finer
—something worthwhile. Tn the accomplishment of this
purpose we ask for the cooperation and help of all friends
of the Desert everywhere.

Ranparl. HENDERSON,
J. WiLson McKenney.
Publishers.
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