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try us in the spring, fall and winter...
Not only for moderate temperatures,/ better
fishing and less crowded conditions, but for

Savings to

r•
•
•

.

.

.

.

Send color and rate hrochi
hures on
Wahweap, Bullfrog and Hite resorts/marinas

Address.
City.

_ Stale _

Mail to:
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Lake Powell Resorts B Marinas DM
Box 29D40, Phoenix, AZ 85038
New central reservations system:
West of Mississippi call toll-free 1-800-528-6154.
In Arizona, call (602) 264-8466.
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You may notice on our cover that we call this our "February" issue and then when you reach the Table of Contents,
you see it labeled "December/January/February." Please
let me explain but before I do, let me reassure you. You won't
miss a single issue of Desert Magazine!
We had to seemingly " s k i p " two months in order to bring
our cover date into line with the vast majority of other magazines on the nation's newsstands. Actually, we are not
skipping any issues. It's just an arbitrary but very necessary
change in dating.
Again I'll explain:
Our wholesalers and retailers demand that a magazine,
any magazine, with a cover date of say, February 1980, be
delivered for display at retail newsstands by the last week in
December, 1979, at the latest. If it's not available by that
date, it's not likely to be displayed or, in fact, even distributed to the retailer by the wholesaler. And thus, our newsstand customers can't find Desert at their neighborhood
drugstore or supermarket.
Each issue must follow the same sequence. March issues
must be on the stands by January 28th and so on. The next
time you visit a newsstand, check and see for yourself.
And thus our problem. Our predecessors at Desert Magazine never thought newsstand sales to be important. They
moved their November or whatever issue to the newsstand by
the first or second week of the same month and then wondered why very few magazines were sold. It was because very
few were displayed, and thus very few found buyers. Our
predecessors have always been nearly 50 calendar days late
with their "on-sale" date.
Your present editors do think newsstand sales are important, very important. The person who sees Desert on the
newsstand, and who buys it and likes it, may become our
subscriber. And then, too, many people would rather buy all
their magazines at newsstands even though they cost twice as
much that way. But the importance is that the more magazines we sell, the better the magazine we can send each of
you each month.
You'll find more pictures, more color, and more pages in
this issue of Desert than ever before in its 42-year history!
But all of this costs money and circulation is what pays for it.
So, to reassure you, no subscriber will miss a single issue
of this magazine. For example, those of you whose subscriptions expire in May, 1980, will by our new dating system
automatically receive June and July issues. In other words,
everyone will get the 12 (or 24 or 36) issues they paid for with
no break, or gap, in frequency.
There simply isn't, and will never be, a December 1979 or
January 1980 issue. They never were and never will be printed. They are like Pegleg Pete's Lost Mine. They ain't.
So thanks for hearing me out. If you have any questions I
haven't answered, please call me personally. My number is
(714)568-2781.
Sincerely,
Donald MacDonald
Editor
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by Donald MacDonald

Designs in clay as seen looking out
toward the Panamint Range from Zabriskie Point.

Photo preceding page is "Death Valley
Dunes," by David Muench

Death Valley is not even a true valley. Technically, it's
known as a "range and valley province" wherein geological
eons ago a vast block of the earth's substance dropped down,
causing its neighbors to lift up. Today, the floor of the Valley
tilts slightly between the Panamints and the Funeral
Mountains.
Perhaps it's because the Monument's staff of rangers can
talk from the comfort of their air-conditioned offices and vehicles, but they feel sure that the terrors of the region have
been magnified out of all proportion. The original 49'ers felt
no real heat for they were there in December when ambient
temperatures on the floor of the Valley seldom exceed 100
degreees.
Testimony to the moderate climate during the ' 'season'' is
that 80 per cent of the Monument's winter visitors qualify as
senior citizens. In summer, the Monument throngs with foreigners taking advantage of the reduced rates at the Furnace
Creek Ranch and the even cheaper U.S. dollar. The Inn with
its $70 and up rooms on the American Plan attracts what the
rangers call the ' 'jet set." This bunch is as seldom seen outdoors as Slim was indoors.
Four-wheelers and bikers have been eased out of top billing in the Park Service's black book by the burros. These

Death Valley is an anomaly, a deviation from nature's
rules. And then man has added his learned confusion. For
example, Death Valley National Monument contains
2,067,793 acres whereas the salt flats, the heartland of the
Valley, comprise only about 320,000 acres. The rest is really
some other place.
It was the forbidding salt flat or "pan" that terrorized the
pioneers in their westward trek and yet the flat ranges from
but five to 12 miles across, less than a day's journey even on
foot. And so they named it after the death they feared and it
was a misnomer. It was the seemingly cool and hospitable
Panamints beyond that claimed the most lives.
Fear of death from thirst robbed these pioneers, including
the Jayhawkers, of their judgement as it does some visitors
today. In 1967, Park Service rangers found the bodies of two
youths who had succumbed to dehydration. Beside one lay an
almost full canteen of orange juice! What were they saving it
for?
The pioneers wasted their substance rushing from one
brine pool to another. Instead, they could more easily have
found mesquite, dug to its root tips a maximum of 50 feet under the surface, and quite possibly have reached the water
table.

Old Dinah in Daylight Pass.
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