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IDYLLWILD, CALIFORNIA
VIEW-FILLED RESIDENCE IN

ALPEN WOODS ESTATES
Jnique design and luxurious appointments mark
his highly original 10-sided redwood-decked house
set on an acre of the San Jacinto Mountains'
A/estern slope. Rustic sophistication characterizes
he enormous entertainment complex with its
Iramatic vista toward Tahquitz Rock seen through

bay of two-story windows. Soaring ceilings,
rough wood columns, pine-scented dining deck,
and cozy balcony-loft are features of this seven-
room residence, one of 30 homes in the forest
residential community of Alpen Woods Estates.
Brochure D-71405.

$395,000
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W e take pride in the production of fine books
for the readers of Western American history —
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Write for a Free Catalog.
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In the Heart of Beautiful Coachella Valley

Plan To Stay At The
Sands Hotel of Indian Wells

(1/4 mile east of Palm Desert)

• Open Year-Round
• Children Welcome
• 48 rooms & suites

(kitchens available)
• Complimentary

Continental Breakfast
Large Heated Pool
Color Television
Individual Air
Conditioning
(^^> Approved
Moderate Rates

CALL OR WRITE FOR RESERVATIONS

75-188Highway 111,
Indian Wells, Calif. 92260
Phone (714) 346-8113
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Homo sapiens — An
Endangered Species?

CONGRESSMAN JERRY Lewis
(R-Calif.) didn't ask that question.
He stated it as a possibility verging

on fact, a designation we might soon merit
in his opinion if conservationists and their
allies in the scientific community persist in
placing the welfare of threatened fauna and
flora over that of man.

But this should be put in perspective,
something man generally does but not
conservationists or scientists. Most recent
clashes have pitted the raw survival of the
lesser species against the material welfare
of man. And man generally considers a
dollar in hand to be preferable to one in
the bush.

A recent illustration involves Uma
inomata, known also as the Coachella
Valley or white fringe-toed lizard. I can't
say "commonly known" because it isn't
common. Adults of the species range from
four to seven inches in length and weigh
but a few ounces. And as far as we know,
these lizards contribute nothing to society,
which is a sin in and around Palm Springs.
However, within their little bodies, not yet
fully explored by scientists, may lurk the
juice or tissue destined to be the key to a
breakthrough in medicine or space, or
perhaps even in building materials.

Those who prefer a desert populated by
Uma inomata and their threatened ilk to a
proliferation of Homo sapiens and his
accompanyingFerous erectus are quick to
cite the hoary example of Dr. Alexander
Fleming finding in lowly bread molds the
clue that led to penicillin. There were at
that time those who wanted to eradicate
bread mold.

Most members of the Lizard Family, as
widespread in the animal kingdom as
Joneses are in man's, seem to thrive in the
human presence. One branch of the clan
even is named "fence lizard" after its
preference for crawling and sunning itself
on fences. Unfortunately, though, fences or
more specifically, windbreaks, are the
nemesis of Uma inomata because he must
have blowing sand to escape from his
predators. The realtors of the Coachella
Valley, on the other hand, look upon
blowing sand with disfavor and therein lies
the confrontation whereof I speak.

Conservationists have proposed that
Uma inomata be officially listed as
"endangered" and in anticipation of this,
the federal Office of Endangered Species
has selected 18.5 square miles of Coachella
Valley desert to be set aside for the lizard.
But, this acreage is valued at $64,000,000
and two shopping centers are planned for it,

the loss of which would cost man
$25,000,000 annually. To allow both man
and lizard on the land would require
environmental impact statements that
require years to process through
government channels.

Again in perspective, the fate of Uma
inomata, however it is resolved, typifies a
serious, spreading quandary for man and
animal. The lizard could probably coexist
with the shopping centers if sand were
allowed to blow into and around them, but
customers couldn't. So which is the more
important, lizard or man?

Some well-intentioned men might
logically suggest that if certain species such
as this lizard, or the bald eagle, bighorn
sheep, Siberian tiger or grey whale can't
make it in today's world, then the survivors
should be promptly collected and put into
an artificially safe environment such as a
zoo. There they could perpetuate
themselves for the benefit of both science
and our grandchildren.

That logic evaporates, however, when
one learns that the 750 Siberian tigers in
captivity cost $1,200,000 a year to feed and
when you add in keeper, veterinary,
territorial, heat and other necessary
expenses at $4.50 per animal per day, the
world annual zoo bill for the tiger alone is
$2,432,000.

Then if the world's existing zoos elected
between them to maintain 500 of each of
2,000 species, the bill for twenty years
would be $25 billion! That, it will be
remembered, is almost exactly what it cost
to put man on the moon.

And now to achieve the sharp edge of
perspective, we must consider the rabbit in
all of its variety, the coyote, the burro and
crab grass which are among the living
things man has not only been unsuccessful
in threatening but which on occasion,
threaten him.

Nature's rule, not man's, is survival of the
fittest. Rabbits and crab grass are obviously
fit and the tiger (and dinosaur) wasn't. And
we have but two alternatives — either pay
what it costs to save the unfit or settle for
an environment of rabbits and crab grass.
Indeed, the greed of Palm Springs man
and the single-mindedness of the
environmentalists have common ground
upon which they can meet if the
government will let them.
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Hooseboats*'
36' & 50'
Powerboats'
16' & 18'

Patioboats*

Sailboats
SEARCH-I

A L S O : LIGHT
Restaurants*' Lounge ' Motel*
Stores** Available Slips*
Mead and Mohave are large
Colorado River lakes close to
California, in the Southwest's
highest sunshine belt. What an
opportunity for one or two days
of fun or a week of relaxation
. . . 800 miles of shoreline and
190,700 surface acres of warm,
clear runoff water.
Toll-free reservations are as
close as your phone;

1-800-528-6154
For a color rate brochure on all
our facilities, including rental
boats and RV hookups, mail
coupon (check box if you
would also like Lake Powell
brochure).

Callville Ray Resort 6 marina
22 miles east of Las Vegas

(702) 565-8958
* Cottoniuood Cove Resort E marina

53 miles south of Boulder City
(702)297-1464

Authorized by the National Park Service
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Send color rate brochures on:

• Mead/Mohave • Powell
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Address
City . State..... —Zip

Mail to:
Del Webb Recreational Properties

Box 29040, Phoenix, AZ 85038
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