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Lowering sun warms the many slopes of the
Kelso Dunes, East Mojave, California.
Photo by JERRY SIEVE
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BRING
THE DESERT

HOME WITH YOU
Relax and browse among our books of the
southwest (more titles at minimum prices
than anywhere else), and view our gallery of
vivid desert oils by Kathi Hilton, Carl Bray,
K.O. Harris and other well-known artists.
See the famous Pegleg nuggets on display.
Look through back issues of Desert Magazine
for that story you missed. We have collector
copies saved for you dating back 44 years to
Volume 1, Number 1, and the complete set is
also available on microfilm.
Remember, friend or stranger, you are
always welcome here!

DESERT MAGAZINE'S
BOOK STORE AND ART GALLERY

74-425 Highway 111,(near Deep Canyon)
Palm Desert, California 92260

WINTER HOURS: Weekdays. 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m
Saturday. 10:00 a.m. to4$0p.m
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bountiful harvests of fresh organic vegetables as well. Send for our

FREE 1981 SEED CATALOG

PLANTS OF THE SOUTHWEST
DEPT. D. 1570 PACHECO ST., SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501
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plus ammo, handguns,
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• REMOVABLE shelf and
rifle rack included.

• MANY other features •

Buy Factory Direct and Save!
Shipping included west of Rockies with pre-
paid orders. Write today for information.
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6730 Santa Fe Ave.
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Sandbagging an Old Friend
WHEN ONE THINKS of

"bad-road" driving, as we
at Desert like to call it rather

than "off-road," one immediately
thinks of the Jeep CJ. And be careful
to capitalize the 'J,' too, or you'll
get a nasty letter from the present
manufacturer's attorneys. It's been
copyrighted since the late Joe
Frazer, then president of Willys
Motors and later half of
Kaiser-Frazer, coined the name for
the World War II version.

These same attorneys are
powerless, however, when the
nation's most popular television
program, CBS's "60 Minutes,"
dispenses serious and irresponsible
doubt as to the Jeep's safety, which
is what commentator Morley Safer
did one Sunday evening last
December to an audience of
millions. He said, in essence, that
Jeeps are unsafe on the highway in
the hands of the average driver.

The fact is, as all readers of Desert
know, that Jeeps aren't and never
have been designed for operation on
paved roads. They particularly
aren't and never have been designed
to make what Safer called a "J" turn
into a parking lot at 32 miles per
hour. They'll tip over doing this,
Safer charged.

The Jeep has a military heritage,
as do the similar in concept Toyota
Land Cruiser and English Land
Rover. These vehicles have a narrow
track, as narrow as possible within
the limitations of carrying two adults

abreast. The minimum width, high
clearance and short wheelbase
permit the shortest possible turning
radius, a capability that can save
lives in both military and civilian
situations. I suppose they could be
considered "top-heavy," but owners
with a modicum of experience install
a $2.00 inclinometer on the dash and
pay attention to its readings.

It's quite possible to build
wide-stanced bad-road vehicles.
Chevy Blazers and Dodge
Ramchargers are existing examples
of these, with their vulnerable
"modern" styling and high hoods
that block out everything but the
horizon when cresting any kind of a
hill. These may not tip over so
easily, but they're too fat to go
where a Jeep can go. Neither type,
however, is designed to make "J"
turns into parking lots, and even the
Blazer feels out of place on a
freeway.

Sequences of the program showing
Safer gingerly maneuvering a Jeep
on a proving ground somewhere in
Arizona showed me he was out of his
element, more normally the back
seat of a New York taxicab. And
much the same accusation could
be leveled at the researchers from
the University of Minnesota who
cooked up the charges that prompted
the show.

The Jeep's design is considered so
functional, and therefore esthetic,
that it is the only vehicle currently in
production to be accorded
permanent exhibition at New York's
prestigious Museum of Modern Art.
It has lasted without basic change
since 1940, a life span that exceeds
those of the Model T and the
Volkswagen Beetle.

In the hands of one with a closed
mind, any vehicle is unsafe, off
highway or on. Morley Safer
should be made to drive the
"road" from Puertocitos in Baja to
El Crucero in anything but a Jeep.
He'd then know what it's like to
walk out.

See America's Most
Unusual Exposition

at Indio, California
February 13-22

See camels and ostriches race on the
oval track . . .

See one of of the nation's largest gem
and mineral shows . . .

See the Photographic Salon and Fine
Arts Exhibition . . . plus outstand-
ing displays of California agriculture,
horticulture and floriculture, handi-
crafts and home arts, commerce and
industry.

See it all at the spectacular
35th Annual

National Date Festival
And that's not a l l . . .

There's fun and entertainment for 10
full days.

Breathtaking aerial acts, trained an-
imals, jugglers and clowns at the
Funs-A-Poppin Circus.

Gala Arabian Street Parade
from downtown Indio, Monday, Feb.
16 (Washington's Birthday Holiday)
10:30 a.m.

Arabian Nights Pageant Free
musical extravaganza, 6:45 p.m.
daily.

Salute to Mexico Day Sunday,
Feb. 22, 1:00-4:45 p.m.

Jose Feliciano on stage Feb. 11,
8:30 p.m.

2 Big Arena Shows daily 1:30 and
8:30 p.m. (except Feb. 22).

Senior Citizens' Days — Feb. 17,
18, 19.

;\ Riverside County's

Date Festival
AT THE INDIO FAIRGROUNDS

Highway 111 and Arabia Street
Hours: 10:00 a.m. -10:00 p.m.

Admission: Adults $3.00. Group
Rate (10 or more) $2.50 ea. Grand-
stand Seats for Races and some per-
formances: $1.00 and up. For Tour
arrangements or other information,
write Date Festival. P. 0. Drawer
NNNN, Indio. CA '92201. Phone
(714) 342-8247.


