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Lowering sun warms the many slopes of the
Kelso Dunes East Mojave, California.
Photo by JERRY SIEVE

We're
We're looking for excellence and
significance. We're conducting a
search for the best writers,
photographers, illustrators, poets and
cartoonists. Whether you join us as a
contributor or a full time staffer, you'll
find a real spirit of innovation and
communication (the bucks aren't bad
either). Send us your resume or portfolio; if we like what we see, we'll set up
an appointment.
Address items to:
The Editorial Staff
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P.O. Box 1318
Palm Desert, CA 92261
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A Cathedral in
the Rockies

Hueco Tanks: Island
or Rock Pile?

by John Wesley Sering
There before us, enhanced by
the rays of the setting sun,
lay what seemed to be an
enchanted city.
page 8

by Joseph Leach
Thirty minutes east of El
Paso, a reddish stone uplift
floats serenely over the plain
like a great island in time.
page 38

The Mountain Lion

The Life and Times
of Padre Kino

by Karen Sausman
Regardless of what you call
this cat, he's a fascinating
animal. His power and
strength are legendary.
page 14

by Joseph F. Kelly
True to his vow of poverty,
he was never known to keep
a gift, sleep in a bed or own
more than two shirts.
page 42

Sanguinez: Baja's
Prison of Hope

Reprieve for Brighty

by Mary Eileen Twyman
The padre had assured Pablo
he was forgiven. He was not
meant to live mired and
trapped in guilt.
page 18

by Alan J. Kania
The youngster, with tears in
his eyes, peered under the
chain barrier and whimpered,
"Where's Brighty?"
page 50

Why Owens Lake is
Red

The Best of David
Muench

by Wayne P. Armstrong
The coloration of Owens
Lake is caused by
astronomical numbers of
microscopic algae and
bacteria.
page 22

by Don MacDonald
This famous photographer
calls himself "a maverick
who studied under the
tutorship of nature." His
work, indeed, is unique.
page 54

The Cactus City
Clarion:

George Van Tassel
and His Anti-Gravity
Time Machine

Mary Eileen Twyman,
Ed.
News and nostalgia as seen
by the nosiest newspaper in
the west. Where to go and
what you'll find when you
get there.
page 29

by Rosemary Evans
No one doubted his claim to
have hosted visitors from
outer space at his home
inside Giant Rock.
page 60
page 50
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Clouds, chased by high pressure clearing, roll across
California's Mt. San Jacinto, witnessed by cholla
and barrel cactus in the foreground. Photo by David
Muench, 10 a.m. February, 1970. E6 Ektachrome,
1/ 10th sec. at F32, using 360mm Rodenstock lens.
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SITUATION: Weld-on hitch receivers
Tow bar hitch receivers that are welded on to a vehicle frame can be improperly
installed. Under certain circumstances welding can weaken the frame, or nullify
the vehicle's warranty.

SOLUTION: Reese Tow Bar Kit Hitch Receivers
Reese Tow Bar Kit Hitch Receivers have been individually designed to fit specific
vehicle frames to efficiently distribute weight through the frame structure. Wherever
possible, kits bolt-on to the frame using existing holes, for efficient attachment
without welding!
The Reese Tow Bar Kit Hitch Receiver fit-list contains a bolt-on kit for
almost any vehicle. And, all kits accept a standard 2" x 2" hitch bar.
An adaptor bushing is available for use with the Reese 350 Mini
Hitch™ system's 1 % " hitch bar.
Give yourself the security of an
individually-designed Reese Tow
Bar Kit Hitch Receiver. They're
engineered to fit your needs.
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H Energy Efficient Homes
Reduce Monthly Utility Bills Heating and
cooling bills are cut by one-third to one-half.

For more information write or call:

Free Span
Enterprises
Authorized Distributor

Classes for Building Your Own Home With
our extensive owner-builder assistance
program, you can save even more by building
your own home.
Design Your Own Floor Plan A Cathedralite
home does not need interior load-bearing
walls to hold up the roof so you're free to
design the home of your own choice.
Blueprint Building Plans Select from a wide
choice of Cathedralite Domes engineered
building plans for each home package.

73-744 Hwy. 111, Suite 2
Palm Desert, California 92260
(714) 568-3283
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Have an Old Fashioned Home Raising The
shell of your Cathedralite framing package
can be built in a day by you and your friends.
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There is GOLD in
them 'thctr hills!

R

ETIRED LT. Colonels, entrylevel journalism majors,
housewives who sign themselves "Ms.," persons who order
Tecate because they are afraid to pronounce Tres XXX (Trayz-Ehkee); in
short, anyone who dreams someday of
being the editor of a magazine, any
magazine, had best be thick-skinned.
For to be an editor, one must write
editorials, and for every editorial on
whatever subject, there are 100 to
1,000 of you out there who will
disagree with whatever the editor says.
And a percentage of you will fire back
what in essence is a counter-editorial of
your own.
You-have the advantage. You can
call me a misinformed, myopic twerp
and / won't cancel your subscription.
If I, on the other hand, complimen't you
with the suggestion that human beings
deserve prior rights to land—ahead,
say, of the Coachella Valley fringe-toed
lizard—there will be among you some
who believe the lizard is their equal.
And those that do inevitably cancel
their subscriptions. Now should I side
with equal opportunity for the lizard,
then land developers will cancel their
subscriptions. Luckily, the lizards
themselves don't read.
The editor can choose among broad
and narrow issues for his editorial, or
use one issue to illustrate another. The
lizard as an issue, for example, is narrow but when one weighs the rights of
animals versus man's, the issue
becomes broad indeed, almost as
beamy as the Sagebrush Rebellion.
There's one that causes our
subscriber count to fluctuate! The
Rebellion, which incidentally is a
movement and not an organization,
dedicates itself to getting federal
government out of the land business.
The goal is to return these lands to the
states, where they would remain the
property of the people. There's no suggestion here that the lands be opened
to commercial exploitation, is there?
And since no state can deny free access
to visitors from another state, why does
Joe Jones in New York, where federal
lands hardly show on the map, cry
foul?Joe, by his fear, implies that industry
can more easily manipulate state
governments than the federal, and thus
move in and despoil these lands. Joe,

by his anger, must think it's
Yellowstone or Yosemite that's being
threatened—his, Joe's, heritage,
wherever he lives. Joe need not fear.
The feds already allow grazing,
mineral exploration and, in some instances, homesteading on the lands
targeted by the Rebellion. What's at
issue is the income from these leases
and rights. And Joe need not be angry.
The Sagebrushers want BLM land
back, not national parks or monuments
or even, really, any land that clearly
merits a wilderness designation.
Experience tells me that state governments, being smaller, are more quickly
responsive; there are a few less layers
of bureaucracy to bore through.
Recreationists, thus, need cut less red
tape to do their thing, accomplish their
various and sometimes conflicting
goals, whether their interest be
backpacking or dirt biking. All of us, I
believe, will be a step closer to our land
if the Sagebrushers prevail.
More immediately, in preparation for
coexistence, we might condition
outselves to compromise. I like an example in the Garner Valley near where
I live. There are several large ranches
there, grazing herds on both private,
and leased government lands. All but
one of the ranchers have talked the
Forest Service into allowing them
locked gates, even though the roads
thus closed were originally built and
are now maintained by public monies
And all but one experience constant
problems with forced entry. The
rancher that doesn't hangs an
hospitably worded sign on his unlocked
gate. It says, "Please close this gate
behind you." The owner can't
remember when he last lost a cow.
It can work, and I see the role of
Desert Magazine as helping it to work.
Public lands are for everyone in trust.
Let everyone use them, each in his
own way, the only rule being to do unto others as you would have done unto
yourself. And I'd rather lobby for that
ancient admonition at the state than
the federal level. Maybe, even, we can
someday live within its meaning
without any supervision (or editorials)
whatever.

and it is
being found
with the
help of . . .

ALLIED
SERVICES
Over 6,000 square feet of
the most complete stock
of supplies for the professional
or beginner — plus, expert
guidance in the use and
selection of your equipment.
• Gold Dredges • Wet Suits
• Metal Detectors • Dry
Washers • Sluices • Gold
Pans • Tools • Topo Maps
• Laboratory Apparatus
• Mineral Lights • Gold
Scales • Lapidary
Equipment • Books
• Magazines • And Much.
Much More!
Over 1,600 different
publications in stock. Back
issues of magazines
including Desert!
"If we don't have it in stock
. . . chances are you don't
need it."
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SERVICES
Sales. Service and Rentals
since 1969

Visit our showroom located 5
miles east of Disneyland, Wi
blocks south of Katella Avenue
(east of Orange Free'way, Rte 57)
966 North Main Street
Orange, California 92667
Phone (714) 637-8824
Store Hours: Weekdays, 10-6;
Saturdays, 10-3.
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